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LAKE R IPLEY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
OPERATING AUTHORITY AND BY -LAWS

OPERATING AUTHORITY

The Lake Ripley Management Di st rdpuwposegritefr ei naft er
government created by resolution of the Jefferson County Board, and undettibity of Chapter 33 of

the Wisconsin Statutes, as a public inland lake protection and rehabilitation district. As such, the District,
its officers and committees shall operate in accordance with Wis. Stats., SubchBApté€ls.133.001

33.37 Addendum 1); Wisconsin Open Meetings Law §dlendun?); and any bylaws adopted by the

Annual Meeting of the District electors. The adoption cfdws or bylaw amendments shall be listed

below and documented in approved meeting minutes.

BY-LAWS

Number of Conmissioners The Board of Commissioners shall be expanded from five to seven members
as authorized by Ch. 33.28(2m). {R8-94]

Nomination of CommissionersThe Board shall nominate candidates to fill all vacancies on the Board
that may occur betweemiaual meetings as provided in Ch. 33.28(2m)(7). Incumbent commissioners,
whose terms are expiring and who wish to run fegleetion, shall notify the secretary of their intentions

at least 45 days prior to the annual meeting. Any three electors mayat@dditional candidates by
submitting written nomination papers to the secretary at least 45 days prior to the annual meeting. The
names of all nominated candidates shall appear on the written and published notices of the annual
meeting. Ballots prited for the election shall provide space for wiiteandidates. [025-91]

Commissioner StipendsBoard commissioners shall receive a stipend of $50 per meeting attended as
authorized by Ch. 33.30(4)(c). [@2-98] The chair and treasurer shall eaeteive an additional $100
per month stipend. [087-02]

Elections Committee The chair shall appoint three electors who are not running for the office of
commissioner to serve as the elections committee. The committee shall distribute, colleminatiaec
ballots at the annual meeting and report the results to the annual mé@ag-91]

Auditing Committee The chair shall appoint three electors to serve as the auditing committee. The
committee shall examine all financial records of therigisand report its conclusions to the annual
meeting. [05-25-91]

Other Committees The chair may appoint other committees deemed necessary to further the interests of
the District. Committee members shall serve at the pleasure of the chair, anelcsind! no

remuneration for service to the District. With prior approval from the Board, committee members may
submit vouchers for actual and necessary expenses incurred while conducting the business of the District.
[05-25-91]

Annual Meeting Voting All votes shall be counted by a show of hands, unless otherwise specified by
Statute. [0825-91]
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CHAPTER 33
PUBLIC INLAND WATERS
SUBCHAPTER |

INTENT; DEFINITIONS; AND DEPARTMENTAL POWERS
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SUBCHAPTER I
INTENT; DEFINITIONS; AND DEPARTMENTAL POWERS

33.001 Findings and declaration of intent. (1) The legislature finds environmental values, wildlife, public rights in
navigable waters, and the public welfare are threatened by the deterioration of public lakes; that the protection and
rehabilitation of the public inland lakes of this state are in the best interest of the citizens of this state; that the public
health and welfare will be benefited thereby; that the current state effort to abate water pollution will not undo the
eutrophic and other deteriorated conditions of many lakes; that current efforts to protect and rehabilitate the water
quality of the navigable waters in Dane County, which receive intense urban, recreational and agricultural usage, are
seriously handicapped by the fact that numerous governmental bodies have jurisdiction over the management of the
watersheds in Dane County; that lakes forman importantb asi s of the stateds recreation
recreational usage of the waters of this state justifies state action to enhance and restore the potential of our inland
lakes to satisfy the needs of the citizenry; and that the positive public duty of this state as trustee of waters requires
affirmative steps to protect and enhance this resource and protect environmental values.

(2) In accordance with sub. (1), the legislature declares all the following:

(@) Itis necessary to embark upon a program of lake protection and rehabilitation, to authorize a
conjunctive state and local program of lake protection and rehabilitation to fulfill the positive duty of the state as
trustee of navigable waters, and protect environmental values.

(b) A state effort of research, analysis, planning and financing, and a local effort undertaken by districts, the
Dane County Lakes and Watershed Commission and the Southeastern Wisconsin Fox River Commission of
Planning and Plan Implementation are necessary and desirable and that the districts should be formed by persons
directly affected by the deteriorated condition of inland waters and willing to assist financially, or through other
means, in remedying lake problems.

(c) State efforts are needed to aid and assist local efforts, to ensure that projects are undertaken only if they
promote the public rights in navigable waters, environmental values and the public
welfare.

(d) State efforts are needed to administer a program of financial aids to support protection and
rehabilitation projects with benefits to all state citizens.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1985 a. 332; 1989 a. 159, 324, 359; 1995 a. 349; 1997 a. 27.

33.01 Definitions. In ss. 33.001 to 33.37:
(IgACapi t al costsO means t he capitsl assetg ihcluding spweliage i ng equi p
system capital costs, for a program undertaken under ss. 33.001 to 33.37.

(IggiCosts of operationodo means all costs of a progran
costs.

2)iDepart ment 0 tmeetaf natiral tedougcesd e p ar

B3)ADi strictd means a public inland |l ake protection

@hiLake rehabilitationd means the i mprovement or r e
condition to a former, less deteriorated condition or to a condition of greater usefulness.

G)AMunici palityd means any city, village or town.

@6AProgramd means measures to effect | ake protecti o

degradation, treatment of aquatic nuisances, securing cooperation of units of general purpose government to enact
necessary ordinances, undertaking of projects as defined in sub. (7) and any other necessary measures.

(MHAProjecto means activities or worekubjectdouheh as are d
procedures of subch. I11.

@®fAPublic inland |l aked or Al aked means a | ake, rese|
is accessible to the public via conti guouisclugesamyl i ¢ | and:
lake, reservoir or flowage within the boundaries of the state that is under the jurisdiction of a restructured district.

9nAaoOwner 0, Aproperty owner o or filandowner o means:

(a) For the purpose of receiving notice under this chapter, a person whose name appears as an owner of real
property on the tax roll under s. 70.65 (2) (a) 1. that was delivered under s. 74.03 on or before the 3rd Monday in
December of the previous year.

(am) For the purpose of petitioning under this chapter, any of the following:

1. A person whose name appears as an owner of real property on the tax roll under s. 70.65 (2) (a) 1. that
was delivered under s. 74.03 on or before the 3rd Monday in December of the previous year.



2. The spouse of a person whose name appears as an owner of real property on the tax roll under s. 70.65
(2) (a) 1. that was delivered under s. 74.03 on or before the 3rd Monday in December of the previous year if the
spouse is referred to on that tax roll.

(ar) For the purpose of voting at meetings of the district, a person who is a U.S. citizen and 18 years of age
or older and who meets any of the following requirements:

1. The persondés name appears as an owner of real pr
delivered under s. 74.03 on or before the 3rd Monday in December of the previous year.
2. The person owns title to real property but the p

on the tax roll specified in subd. 1.

3. The person is the official representative, officer or employee who is authorized to vote on behalf of a
trust, foundation, corporation, association or organization that owns real property in the district.

(b) For the purpose of holding office in the district, a person who is a U.S. citizen and 18 years of age or
older and either:

1. Whose name appears as an owner of real property on the tax roll under s. 70.65 (2) (a) 1. that was
delivered under s. 74.03 on or before the 3rd Monday in December of the previous year; or

2. Who owns title to real property but whose hame does not appear as an owner of real property on the tax
roll specified in subd. 1.

YgAiRestructured districto means a district for a | a
formation under s. 33.235 (2) or a merger under s. 33.235 (3).

Om)i Sewer age system capital costsoO has the meaning ¢

aoAavaluationod or fAequalized full valueodo means the a

value as determined by the department of revenue under s. 70.57.
History: 1973 c. 301, 336; 1975 ¢. 197, 198, 422; 1977 ¢. 391; 1979 c. 299; 1989 a. 159, 324; 1991 a. 39; 1993 a.
167; 1995 a. 349; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.

33.02 Department; powers and duties. (1) RULES. (a) Generdly. The department shall promulgate rules
necessary to administer this chapter.

(b) Financial aids.These rules shall provide for the administration of financial aids to districts and shall
prescribe data to be secured, methods of analysis and evaluation, duration of data gathering and other technical
regulations for the efficient administration of the program and efficient intergovernmental organization.

(c) Priorities for funding levelsThese rules shall establish priorities for different methods utilized in
i mpl ementing | ake protection and for | ake rehabilitati
33.16 (4) especially s. 33.16 (4) (f).

(d) Funding levels for different methodghese rules shall establish differing levels for the share of state
funds to be provided for financial assistance for implementation work depending on the methods to be utilized on
the projects based on priorities established under par. (c).

(e) Priorities when inadequate fundd.the department does not have adequate appropriations to provide
financial assistance under s. 33.16 for eligible projects, it shall establish priorities based on the type of project and
methods to be utilized in implementing the projects and these priorities shall rank dredging, other than dredging to
provide public access, as a low priority.

(f) Dredging; sedimentation controrhese rules shall require that an application for financial assistance for
the implementation of any project involving dredging include the identificationof | ongiT t er m contr ol s
being or will be undertaken to prevent sedimentation.

(9) Algae abatement; nutrient contrdlhese rules shall require that an application for financial assistance
for the implementation of any project involving algae or aquatic plant abatement programs include the identification
of longiterm controls which are being or wild.l be under i

(h) Guidelines for feasibility and implementation graritBese rules shall establish guidelines for
providing financial assistance for feasibility studies and implementation costs.

(2) STUDIES, INVENTORIES. The department shall undertake studies and inventories to assist the
council in carrying out its duties.

(3) AIDS. The department shall administer a program of financial assistance to districts, using such funds
as are appropriated by the legislature or made available from other sources.

(4) ASSISTANCE. The department shall assist districts seeking technical aid in any phase of lake
protection or rehabilitation activity.

(5) CLEARINGHOUSE. The department shall serve as a clearinghouse for scientific data on lakes and
information on accepted and experimental lake protection or rehabilitation techniques.



History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1977 c. 26, 325; Stats. 1977 s. 33.02; 1979 c. 154; 1981 c. 317; 1985 a. 332 s.
251 (1).

33.03 Cooperation by state agencies. All departments and agencies of state government shall make available to the
department such information and assistance as may be necessary to enable it to carry out its functions under this
chapter.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1977 c. 26; Stats. 1977 s. 33.03.

SUBCHAPTER IlI
LAKE PROTECTION AND REHABILITATION PROJECTS

33.11 Goals. The primary goal of activity under this chapter shall be to improve or protect the quality of public
inland lakes. In addition, compilation of basic scientific data on lakes of this state and assessment of experimental
and innovative techniques of lake rehabilitation and protection shall be goals of the program. Districts may
undertake protection and rehabilitation projects to achieve the purposes of such districts specified in s. 33.21.
Projects may be undertaken in cooperation with the department, the

University of Wisconsin System, and other government agencies, and public and private organizations. Projects
shall be divided into study, planning and implementation phases.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197.

33.12 Scope. Any proposed activity by a district which does not involve an application for state aids or an
application for a ch. 30 permit is exempt from subch. I11. If a proposed activity by a district involves an application
for state aids, subch. 111 applies. If a proposed activity by a district involves an application for a ch. 30 permit,
subch. 111 shall apply only if the department determines that the activity requiring the permit is an integral part of a
lake rehabilitation project.

History: 1973 c. 301.

33.13 Feasibility study. (1) Feasibility study work done through government agencies and public or private
organizations shall include gathering data on the lake, drainage basin, sources of pollution or nutrients or other
information necessary to determine the causes of degradation and remedial courses of action to prevent continued
degradation or to determine potential causes of degradation and preventive courses of action. The department shall
prescribe data to be secured, methods ofanalys i s and eval uati on, and duration of
feasibility studies.

(2) (a) The district may contract for feasibility study work with the lowest responsible bidder who submits a
bid in the manner the district commissioners prescribe.

(b) In order to receive financial assistance for feasibility study work the district shall obtain the advice and
approval of the department before entering a contract for feasibility study work and the
department shall be made a party to the contract.

(3) Data gathered shall be forwarded to the department, which shall analyze it on an interdisciplinary basis.

(4) The department shall formulate suggested alternative methods, including cost estimates, of protecting or
rehabilitating the water quality of the lake or portions thereof. Alternative protection schemes shall include steps
necessary to maintain the water quality of the lake. Alternative rehabilitative schemes shall include steps necessary
to abate continued degradation of the lake following implementation of a given rehabilitative plan.
History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1981 c. 317.
33.14 Plan preparation and adoption. (1) PROPOSED PLAN. If specific lake protection and rehabilitation
measures developed under s. 33.13 appear feasible and if financial assistance under s. 33.16 is sought, then the
commissioners of the district shall develop a proposed plan based upon the recommendations of the department and
the formulated alternatives or upon other technically valid bases.

(2) SUBMISSION OF PROPOSED PLAN. Prior to adopting a plan by formal resolution under s. 33.15,
the commissioners shall:

(a) Forward a copy of the proposed plan to the department;

(b) Refer the proposed plan to the appropriate county land conservation committee and to the appropriate
regional planning agency for the area, if any, for review and comment within 60 days of receipt; and

(c) Make application for any required permits and file an application for financial aid.



(3) DEPARTMENT REVIEW. Within 21 days after receipt of the proposed plan and applications the
department shall advise the district if additional information is needed to conduct its technical and environmental
review of the proposal. If an environmental impact statement is required, the department shall complete its
environmental impact review before taking final action on the proposed plan.

(3m) NOTICE; HEARING. The department shall schedule a hearing on the proposed plan or follow the
notice procedures under s. 31.06 (1).

(4) CONSIDERATIONS AT HEARING. If a hearing is conducted, the department shall consider the
following:

(a) Compliance with s. 1.11;

(b) The issuance of permits which have been applied for;

(c) Whether the implementation oftheplan i s | i kely to cause | ongirange en
defined in s. 299.01 (4);

(d) Comments made by the reviewing county land conservation committee and regional planning agency, if
any; and

(e) Such other subjects as the department by rule deems necessary for making the order required by sub.
(5).

(5) APPROVAL. Within 60 days following the hearing, the department shall by order either approve,
approve with modification or disapprove the plan. The department shall concurrently rule on all permit applications.
History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 ¢. 197; 1979 c. 34 5. 2102 (39) (9); 1981 c. 20, 317; 1981 c. 346 s. 38; 1995 a. 227, 349.

33.15 Implementation. (1) No plan developed under this subchapter which involves financial assistance under s.
33.16 may be formally adopted for implementation by the district until the department approves the plans or
whatever modifications it finds appropriate. If the department modifies an application by
order, it shall clearly explain reasons why the modifications are being made.
2)Fol |l owing receipt of the departmentdés order, the
which case it shall forward a copy of the resolution and plan to the department.
(3) The district may then carry out the adopted plan of implementation.
(4) Implementation work may consist of any work in the lake or its watershed which will protect or
enhance the opportunities for public enjoyment of the lake.
History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1981 c. 20.

33.16 Financial assistance program. (1) Feasibility work contracted under s. 33.13 (2) (b) is eligible for financial
assistance subject to guidelines established by rule by the department for funding feasibility studies. Receipt of
financial assistance for feasibility work does not guarantee financial assistance for implementation costs and the
department may not make this type of commitment for future financial assistance.

(3) A district desiring financial assistance shall apply to the department on forms provided by it and
prescribing the information to be submitted.

(4) The department shall review all applications for financial assistance under this section. In the course of
review of applications for financial assistance for implementation work the department shall consider, without
limitation because of enumeration, the following factors where appropriate:

(a) Whether the citizens of the state will reasonably benefit from any improvements made or information
obtained, and the degree of benefit;

(b) Whether suf fi ci eefitt$ willbedariged from thedprojsch) io reldtion toésrcaost; b e n

(c) Whether the project is financially viable, given the resources of the district and the possibility of
financial and non-monetary aid;

(d) Whether adequate steps have been or will be taken to ensure that the improved conditions resulting
from the project will be sustained by adequate controls over potential sources of lake degradation including, where
appropriate, control of sediments as suggested by the county land conservation committee;

(e) Whether experimental techniques involving a high risk of failure are being undertaken;

(f) Whether contamination from deleterious substances emitted by residential, municipal or industrial
sources, sedimentation, siltation and nutrient fertilization from uncontrolled agricultural sources or septic tanks,
groundwater, municipal and industrial wastes and other drainage sources, and any other sources responsible for lake
degradation, are or will be substantially eliminated as a source of lake degradation, in order that any lake
rehabilitated under this chapter may be protected or maintained in its
protected or rehabilitated state;

(9) Whether the project involves dredging and, if it does, the expected useful duration of the proposed
dredging, whether other techniques are available to provide relief from the problem to be



solved by dredging and whether |l ongiterm controls are
(h) Whether the project involves algae or aquatic plant abatement programs and, if it does, whether
l ongTiterm contr ol s adueeor@reveniniutdient poliudon.under t aken to r e
(5) The department may not approve any application for financial assistance for the implementation of any
project which involves dredging if the expected useful duration of the dredging
is less than 50 years. The department may not approve any application for financial assistance for the
implementation of any project which involves dredging if the state funding provided by the department under the
financial assistance program would provide more than 50% of the funding necessary for dredging other than
dredging to provide public access. The department may not approve any application for financial assistance for the
implementation of dredging if the amount of the financial assistance to be provided for dredging for a single project
exceeds 10% of the funds available for all projects in the biennium. The department may not approve any
application for financial assistance for the implementation of dredging unless no other reasonable alternative is
available to provide relief from the problem to be solved by dredging.
(6) The department shall act upon each application for financial assistance within 60 days following plan
approval and issuance of permits unless lack of adequate funding or the need to invoke a priority system dictates a
delay in determination. Plan disapproval, delay in funding or other action not approving the application shall be
explained by the department to the district in writing.
(7) (a) District share.The department may not grant financial assistance for implementation work in an
amount which reduces a districtds share of the project
all owed on highirisk experimental projects where event
(b) Grant limit. No grant for financial assistance under this section may exceed 25% of state funds
available in the biennium.
(c) Dredging limit.No grant for financial assistance under this section may provide for funding for
dredging in an amount which exceeds 10% of the funds available in the biennium.
(d) RenewalThe department may not renew a grant for financial assistance under this section in future
bienniums unless the council finds that a special situation exists and recommends renewal of the grant.
(e)Nor t h1 s oThddepartmgntishalltgrant financial assistance under this section so that not less than
25% of the moneys granted in any fiscal year are grant ¢
state and commencing at the southernmost point on the southern boundary of the city of Stevens Point, except that
this subsection does not preclude the full utilization of available funds if all applications north of this line aggregate
less than 25% of the annual appropriations.
(f) Leve of funding; priorities.The department shall grant financial assistance under this section with the
appropriate level of state funding based upon rules promulgated under s. 33.02 (1)
(d). The department may deny financial assistance under this section based upon priorities promulgated by
rule under s. 33.02 (1)(e).
(8) The department may evaluate or contract with the University of Wisconsin System to evaluate projects
receiving financial assistance under this section.
History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1981 c. 20, 317; 1981 c. 346 s. 38; 1981 c. 391; 1987 a. 27.

33.17 Unfunded application to continue. (1) Aid applications approved but unfunded because of a lack of funds
remain eligible for future funding, subject to updating as the department may require. A lack of funding under this
subchapter does not preclude a district from implementing all or part of an approved plan with funding from any
other source but these projects are not eligible for retroactive financial assistance.

(2) The department shall return rejected applications to the district with a concise statement of the reasons
for rejection.
History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1981 c. 20.

33.18 Use of tax incremental financing prohibited. A district may not apply for or utilize tax incremental
financing to fund an inland lake protection and rehabilitation program or project.
History: 1981 c. 317.



SUBCHAPTER IV

PUBLIC INLAND LAKE PROTECTION AND
REHABILITATION DISTRICTS

33.21 Public inland lake protection and rehabilitation districts; purposes. Districts may be created for the
purpose of undertaking a program of lake protection and rehabilitation of a lake or parts thereof within the district.
History: 1973 c. 301; 1995 a. 349. A district may rehabilitate part of a lake only if the entire lake lies within the
district. Kaiser v. City of Mauston, 99 Wis. 2d 345, 299 N.W.2d 259 (Ct. App. 1980).

33.22 District; powers. (1) Any district organized under this chapter may select a name for the district, sue and be
sued, make contracts, accept gifts, purchase, lease, devise or otherwise acquire, hold, maintain or dispose of
property, disburse money, contract debt and do any other acts necessary to carry out a program of lake protection
and rehabilitation. All contracts in excess of $2,500 for the performance of any work or the purchase of any
materials shall be let by the commissioners to the lowest responsible bidder in the manner they prescribe.

(2) The district may require that a contracting party give adequate security to assure performance of the
contract and to pay all damages which may arise from inadequate performance.

(2m) Any district may create, operate and maintain a water safety patrol unit, as defined in s. 0.79 (1) (b) 2.

(3) (a) 1. Except as provided in par. (b) 1., any district organized under this chapter may have the powers of
a town sanitary district under ss. 60.77 and 60.78, other than the power under s. 60.77 (6) (b), that are authorized by
resolution of the board of the town having the largest portion by valuation of the district.

2. The board of commissioners of a district that has the powers of a sanitary district under subd. 1. shall
possess the powers of town sanitary district commissioners under s. 60.77 that are authorized by resolution of the
town board that adopts the resolution under subd. 1.

(b) 1. Beginning on April 9, 1994, any district organized under this chapter may assume the powers of a
town sanitary district under ss. 60.77 and 60.78, other than the power under s. 60.77 (6)

(b), that are authorized by resolution by the annual meeting of the district.

2. The board of commissioners of a district that assumes the powers of a sanitary district under subd. 1.
shall possess the powers of town sanitary district commissioners that are authorized by resolution by the annual
meeting of the district.

(4) Districts shall not exercise the town sanitary district powers authorized under sub. (3) within the
boundaries of an incorporated municipality unless the governing body of the municipality consents. In addition,
districts shall not exercise town sanitary district powers in any territory included in an existing town sanitary district
except by contract under s. 66.0301 or unless the sanitary district merges under s. 33.235 (3).

(4m) A district may undertake projects to enhance the recreational uses of a lake within its jurisdiction,
including recreational boating facilities as defined under s. 30.92 (1) (c).

(4r) If authorized by an annual meeting of a district, the district may appropriate money for the
conservation of natural resources or for payment to a bona fide nonprofit organization for the conservation of natural
resources within the district or beneficial to the district.

(5) Nothing in this chapter shall limit the authority of the department to establish town sanitary districts
under s. 60.72.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1977 c. 391; 1983 a. 532 s. 36; 1989 a. 159; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 167; 1995 a.

349; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.

A low bidder wunder s. 33.22 who i s app amnenhitjuncsiona fir es p o
against the award of a contract to any other bidder. Aquati Tech v. Como Lake Protection
71 Wis. 2d 541, 239 N.W.2d 25 (1976).

33.23 Municipalities may establish district. (1) The governing body of a municipality may by resolution establish
a district if the municipality encompasses within its boundaries all the frontage of the public inland lake within this
state. Except as provided under sub. (3), the governing body of the municipality which establishes the district shall
perform the function of the board of commissioners. Forpurpo s es of thi s subsecti on, Adi st
restructured district.
(2) Establishment of districts by towns under this section shall conform to the procedures of ss. 33.25 and
33.26 except that the town clerk shall perform the functions of the county clerk and the town board shall perform the
functions of the county board and in addition shall hold the hearing.
(3) Districts established by municipalities under this section may adopt the form of governance provided
under s. 33.28 by petition to the governing body of the municipality. Upon presentation of a petition conforming to



the requirements of s. 8.40 requesting the change and signed by at least 20% of the property owners within the
district, the governing body of the municipality shall provide for the necessary election of commissioners. The
election shall be held by secret ballot at the next annual or special meeting, whichever occurs first, of the district and
the change becomes effective at that time unless a challenge to the results of that election is initiated in circuit court
within 14 days after the election. The court shall stay the change pending the decision on the challenge.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1977 c. 141, 391; 1981 c. 18, 229; 1989 a. 159, 192, 359; 1995 a. 349.

33.235 Restructured districts; conversion and merger of town sanitary districts. (1) In this section:

(a) fALakeo means a |l ake, reservoir or flowage withi

(b) ALake districto means a p unbistrictechat does hotiimcldded ake pr ot
restructured district.

(1m) A town board by resolution may convert a town sanitary district which encompasses all the frontage
of a lake within its boundaries into a restructured district. The town sanitary district
commissioners shall serve as the initial board of commissioners until the first annual meeting of the restructured
district, at which time the commissioners shall be selected under s. 33.28. Conversion shall not affect any
preexisting rights or liabilities of the town sanitary district. All such rights or liabilities shall be assumed
automatically by the restructured district.

(2) The commissioners of a town sanitary district that does not encompass all the frontage of a lake within
its boundaries may, with approval of the town board, petition under s. 33.25 for the
formation of a restructured district to include the territory of the existing sanitary district and any additional frontage
on the lake that is deemed appropriate by the commissioners. The commissioners may sign the petition for the
landowners in the sanitary district. If necessary to meet the requirements of s. 33.25, signatures of owners of land
lying outside the sanitary district shall be obtained. Formation of a restructured district that includes such additional
territory shall not affect any preexisting rights or liabilities of the town sanitary district, and all these rights and
liabilities shall be assumed automatically by the restructured district. The method by which these rights and
liabilities are apportioned within the restructured district shall be determined by the county board, and set out in the
order issued under s. 33.26 (3) forming the restructured district.

(3) A town sanitary district having boundaries coterminous or contiguous to a lake district may merge into
the [ ake district. Merger is effected by approval of
commissioners of the town sanitary district and the lake district, followed by ratification by a majority of those
voting at an annual or special meeting of the lake district and a majority of those voting in a referendum of the town
sanitary district under s. 60.785 (2). Merger may not become effective unless the town board which created the
sanitary district approves the merger. The Commissioners of the town sanitary district and the district shall act
jointly until the next annual or special meeting, whichever occurs first, of the restructured district at which time the
board of the restructured district shall be created subject to the requirements under s. 33.28. Merger does not affect
the preexisting rights or liabilities of the town sanitary district or the lake district. All these rights and liabilities are
assumed automatically by the restructured district, but the method of discharging these
rights or obligations shall be set out in the merger resolution.

(4) Any restructured district shall have all powers granted to districts under this chapter and to town
sanitary districts under ch. 60, except the taxation power under s. 60.77 (6) (b). Such powers shall be exercised using
the procedures and methods set out in this chapter.

History: 1975 c. 197; 1979 c. 299; 1983 a. 532 s. 36; 1989 a. 159; 1995 a. 349.

33.24 County board may establish district. (1) Notwithstandi ng s. 33.01 (3), in this se
include a restructured district.
(2) The county board of any county may establish districts within the county if the conditions stated in s.
33.26 are found to exist. Before a district that includes any portion of a city or village may be formed under
authority of this section, the city council or village board must have previously approved the inclusion of its territory
within the boundaries of a proposed district.
History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1995 a. 349.

33.25 Petition. (1) WHO TO MAKE. (a) Before a county board may establish a district under s. 33.235 or 33.24, a
petition requesting establishment shall be filed with the county clerk, addressed to the board and signed by persons
constituting 51% of the landowners or the owners of 51% of the lands within the proposed district. Governmental
subdivisions, other than the state or federal governments, owning lands within the proposed district are eligible to
sign such petition. A city council or village or town board may by resolution represent persons owning lands within
the proposed district who are within its jurisdiction, and sign for all such landowners.



(b) For a landowner that is a trust, foundation, corporation, association or organization, a petition under par.
(a) shall be signed by an official representative, officer or employee who is authorized to do so by that landowner.

(2) CONTENTS. The petition shall set forth:

(a) The proposed name of the district;

(b) The necessity for the proposed district;

(c) That the public health, comfort, convenience, necessity or public welfare will be promoted by the
establishment of the district and that the lands to be included therein will be benefited by such establishment; and

(d) The boundaries of the territory to be included in the proposed district.

(3) VERIFICATION, PLAT. The petition shall be verified by one of the petitioners, and shall be
accompanied by a plat or sketch indicating the approximate area and boundaries of the district.

(4) PRESUMPTION. Every petition is presumed to have been signed by the persons whose signatures
appear thereon, until proved otherwise.

(5) WITHDRAWING FROM PETITION. Any landowner who is considered to have signed the petition
under sub. (1) may withdraw from the petition if the landowner files a written notice of the withdrawal with the
county clerk at least 10 days before the date of the hearing under s. 33.26.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 ¢. 197; 1993 a. 167, 246; 1995 a. 349. The requirements for a verification under sub. (3)

are that it is made under oath and carries the jurat of a notary public. Every person giving the oath is considered to

have been | awfully sworn. Use of the word fAcertifyo ra
Board of Supervisors, 178 Wis. 2d 498, 504 N.W.2d 621 (Ct. App. 1993).

33.26 Hearings, time, notice, boundaries, approval, limitations. (1) Upon receipt of the petition the county board
shall arrange a hearing to be held not later than 30 days from the date of presentation of the petition, and shall
appoint a committee to conduct the hearing. At the hearing all interested persons may

offer objections, criticisms or suggestions as to the necessity of the proposed district as outlined and to the question
of whether their property will be benefited by the establishment of such district. Any person wishing to object to the
organization of such district may, before the date set for the hearing, file objections to the formation of such district
with the county clerk.

(2) Notice announcing the hearing and stating the boundaries of the proposed district shall be published in a
paper of general circulation in the county in which the proposed district is located as
a class 1 notice, under ch. 985, and shall be mailed by the countyboar d t o t he | astiT known addr es
landowner within the proposed district.

(3) The committee shall report to the county board within 3 months after the date of the hearing. Within 6
months after the date of the hearing, the board shall issue its order under this subsection. If the board finds, after
consideration of the committeebs report and any other
the requisite owners as provided in s. 33.25, that the proposed district is necessary, that the public health, comfort,
convenience, necessity or public welfare will be promoted by the establishment of the district, and that the property
to be included in the district will be benefited by the establishment of the proposed district, the board, by order, shall
declare its findings, shall establish the boundaries and shall declare the district organized and give it a corporate
name by which it shall be known. Thereupon the district shall be a body corporate with the powers of a municipal
corporation for the purposes of carrying out this chapter. If the board does not so find, the board, by order, shall
declare its findings and deny the petition.

(5) The department shall be notified in writing of the hearing for the creation of the district at the time the
hearing date is set.

(6) In establishing the district, the county board may change the boundaries from those originally proposed.
However, lands not originally proposed for inclusion may not be included until a
public hearing is held under this section.

(7) Any person aggrieved by the action of the board may petition the circuit court for judicial review. A
verified petition shall be presented to the court not more than 30 days after the decision of the board, and shall
specify the grounds upon which the appeal is based.

History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1979 c. 34 s. 2102 (39) (g); 1981 c. 20; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 167; 1995 a. 227; 2003 a. 275.

Although not specified, the right to review under sub. (7) is by statutory certiorari. Donaldson v. Board of

Commissioner s of RockiT Koshkonong Lake District, 2004 WI
67, 272 Wi s. 2d 146, 680 N.W. 2d 762, 0113396.

33.265 Notice, filing and recording requirements. If a district is created or its boundaries altered, the board of
commissioners shall record the authorizing document, including a legal description of the boundary, with the



register of deeds in each county where the district is situated, and file the document and legal description with the
department of natural resources and the department of revenue.
History: 1981 c. 20; 1993 a. 301.

33.27 Initial district board of commissioners. (1) The county board shall, at the time of making the order
establishing a district, appoint 3 owners of property within the district, at least one of whom is a resident of the
district, to serve as commissioners until the first annual meeting of the district, and shall also make the appointment
required under s. 33.28 (2).

(1m) If no resident is willing to serve as required under sub. (1), the residency requirement shall be waived
for the initial district board of commissioners.

Wi t hin 30 days following the county boarddés order
town, city or village having the largest portion by valuation within the district shall appoint one of its members to
the district board under s. 33.28 (2).

(3) At any time following the making of the order establishing a district, but no later than 60 days following
the expiration of time for appeal to the circuit court, or, if appealed, no later than 60 days following the final
judgment in any appeal, the district board shall hold an organizational meeting, shall select officers to serve until the
first annual meeting, and may commence conducting the affairs of the district.

(4) The board may make an initial assessment of all taxable property within the district to raise funds to pay
organizational costs and operate the district until the receipt of the tax voted by the first annual meeting. The manner
of making the assessment shall be within the discretion of the board.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1979 c. 299; 1993 a. 167.

33.28 District board of commissioners. (1) Management of the affairs of the district shall be delegated to a board
of commissioners.

(2) The board of commissioners shall consist of:

(a) One person appointed by the county board who is a member of the county land conservation committee
or is nominated by the county land conservation committee and appointed by the county board,;

(b) One member of the governing body of the town, village or city within which the largest portion by
valuation of the district lies, appointed by the governing body and owning property within the district if possible;
and

(c) Three electors or owners of property within the district elected by secret ballot by the qualified electors
and property owners within the district, for staggered
be a resident of the district.

(2m) (a) An annual meeting may permanently increase the number of members of the board of
commissioners to be elected under sub. (2) (c) from 3 to 5.

(b) If no resident is willing to be elected as required under sub. (2) (c) for a given term, the residency
requirement shall be waived until the end of that term.

(3) Three commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

(4) The board shall select a chairperson, secretary and treasurer from among its members.

(5) Commissioners shall be paid actual and necessary expenses incurred while conducting business of the
district, plus such compensation as may be established by the annual meeting.

(6) The board shall meet at least quarterly, and at other times on the call of the chairperson or the petition
of 3 of the members.

(7) If a vacancy occurs in the membership of the board under sub. (2) (a) or (b), the appointing authority
shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy. If a vacancy occurs in the membership of the board under sub. (2) (c), the
chairperson of the board shall appoint a person to fill the remainder of the unexpired term, subject to approval by a
majority vote of the board.

History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1977 c. 391; 1979 c. 299; 1981 c. 18, 346; 1989 a. 159, 359; 1991 a. 32; 1993 a.
167.

33.285 Property owning requirements. Any requirement under s. 33.27 (1) or 33.28 that a person own property
within the district to be eligible for membership on the board of commissioners is satisfied if a person is an official
representative, officer or employee of any trust, foundation, corporation, association or organization which is an
owner of property within the district.

History: 1975 c¢. 197; 1979 c. 299.

33.29 Board of commissioners; officers; powers and duties. (1) The board shall be responsible for:



(a) Initiating and coordinating research and surveys for the purpose of gathering data on the lake, related
shorelands and the drainage basin;

(b) Planning lake protection and rehabilitation projects;

(c) Contacting and attempting to secure the cooperation of officials of units of general purpose government
in the area for the purpose of enacting ordinances deemed necessary by the board as furthering the objectives of the
district;

(d) Adopting and carrying out lake protection and rehabilitation plans and obtaining any necessary permits
therefor; and

(e) Maintaining liaison with those officials of state government involved in lake protection and
rehabilitation, and providing the department with the names and addresses of the current commissioners.

(f) Scheduling the annual meeting of the district.

(9) Preparing the proposed annual budget for presentation at the annual meeting of the district. The
proposed annual budget shall include all of the following:

1. A list of all existing indebtedness and all anticipated revenue from all sources during the ensuing year.

2. A list of all proposed appropriations for each department, activity, and reserve account during the
ensuing year.

3. The actual revenues and expenditures for the preceding year.

4. The actual revenues and expenditures for not less than the first 6 months of the current year.

5. The estimated revenues and expenditures for the balance of the current year.

6. For informational purposes by fund, all anticipated unexpended or unappropriated balances and
surpluses.

(2) The board shall have control over the fiscal matters of the district, subject to the powers and directives
of the annual or a special meeting. The board shall annually at the close of the fiscal year cause an audit to be made
of the financial transactions of the district, which shall be submitted to the annual meeting.

(3) The board, immediately after each annual meeting, shall elect a chairperson, secretary and treasurer,
whose duties shall be as follows:

(a) The chairperson shall preside at the annual meeting, at all special meetings and meetings of the board
and at all public hearings held by the board.

(b) The secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of the board and hearings held by it. The secretary
shall prepare and send the notices required for the annual meeting, any special meeting, and any meeting of the
board.

(c) The treasurer shall receive and take charge of all moneys of the district, and pay out the same only on
order of the board.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1989 a. 159, 359; 2003 a. 275.

33.30 Annual meeting of district. (1) Every district shall have an annual meeting. Each annual meeting shall be
scheduled during the time period between May 22 and September 8 unless scheduled outside those dates by majority
vote of the previous annual meeting.

(2) (a) The annual meeting shall be preceded by written notice mailed at least 14 days in advance of the
meeting to all electors within the district whose address is known or can be ascertained with reasonable diligence, to
all owners of property within t hexrollandtotheidepartmenat.tThet he o wn e
district board of commissioners may substitute a class 2 notice, under ch. 985, in lieu of sending written notice to
electors residing within the district.

(b) No absentee ballots or proxies are permitted at the annual meeting.

(2m) The notice of the annual meeting under sub. (2) shall include all of the following:

(a) The proposed annual budget required under s. 33.29 (1) (g).

(b) A list of each item proposed for consideration at the annual meeting in addition to the proposed annual
budget.

(c) A list of any items proposed for consideration at the annual meeting by persons eligible to vote at the
annual meeting if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The item relates to an tyssue that is within the

2. Each item is submitted by a petition to the board at least 30 days before the annual meeting.

3. The petition is signed by persons who are eligible to vote at the annual meeting.

4. The number of persons signing the petition equals or exceeds 20 percent of the number of parcels located

in the district that are subject to the property tax.

(3) At the annual meeting, electors and property owners who attend the meeting shall do all of the
following:



(a) Elect by secret ballot one or more commissioners to fill vacancies occurring in the elected membership
of the district board.

(b) Approve a budget for the coming year. The electors and property owners may consider and vote on
amendments to the budget before approving that budget. The budget shall separately identify the capital costs and
the costs of operation of the district, shall conform with the applicable requirements under s. 33.29 (1) (g) and shall
specify any item that has a cost to the district in excess of $10,000.

(4) At the annual meeting, electors and property owners may do any of the following:

(a) Vote by majority a tax upon all taxable property within the district. That portion of the tax that is for the
costs of operation for the coming year may not exceed a rate of 2.5 mills of equalized valuation as determined by the
department of revenue and reported to the district board. The tax shall be apportioned among the municipalities
having property within the district on the basis of equalized full value, and a report shall be delivered by the
treasurer, by November 1, by certified statement to the clerk of each municipality having property within the district
for collection.

(b) Take up and consider such other business as comes before it.

(c) Establish compensation to be paid the district board commissioners.

(d) Create a nonlapsible fund to finance specifically identified capital costs and for maintenance of capital
equipment.

History: 1973 c. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1977 c. 142, 391, 447; 1979 c. 299; 1981 c. 18, 20; 1989 a. 159; 1993 a. 167;
1995 a. 349; 2003 a. 275, 327.

33.305 Special meetings of district. (1) The board of commissioners of a district may schedule a special meeting of
the district at any time. The board of commissioners shall schedule a special meeting upon receipt of a petition
signed by at least 10% of the electors and property owners in the district.

(2) Written notice of a special meeting shall be given to the same persons and in the same manner required
under s. 33.30 (2) ().

(3) At a special meeting, electors and property owners may take any action that is required or allowed to be
taken at an annual meeting, except they may not do any of the following:

(a) Approve an annual budget but they may consider and vote on amendments to the annual budget.

(c) Consider the dissolution of the district or dissolve the district.

(d) Consider a matter that was resolved during another special meeting that was held since the previous
annual meeting.

(4) No absentee ballots or proxies are permitted at a special meeting.
History: 1989 a. 159; 1995 a. 349; 2003 a. 275.

33.31 Power to finance. (1) Every district may borrow money and use any other financing method prescribed by
law. In utilizing financing powers, the commission shall follow the procedures required by statute for the selected
financing methods so far as they are applicable and not in conflict with this subchapter.

(2) Any district, when in temporary need, may borrow money under s. 67.12.

(3) The district shall levy an annual, irrepealable tax to pay the principal and interest of the indebtedness
incurred under subs. (1) and (2) when they are due. The district shall levy this tax without
limitation as to rate or amount on all taxable property within the district. The tax shall be reported in accordance
with s. 33.30 (4) (a) and may not be included nor includable in the operations tax limit of s. 33.30 (4) (a).

(4) At an annual or special meeting, the district may not consider or approve any borrowing or any tax to
pay the indebtedness incurred under sub. (1) or (2) unless the meeting notice under s. 33.30 (2) (a) or 33.305 (2)
includes a statement that borrowing or a tax levy to pay the indebtedness will be considered at the meeting.
History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1977 c. 391; 1983 a. 207; 1989 a. 159; 1993 a. 167; 2003 a. 275.

33.32 Special assessments and special charges. (1) Special assessments for the purpose of carrying out district

protection and rehabilitation projects, or for other lake management or sanitary service activities undertaken by the

district, may be leviedbyt he commi ssi oners as an exercise of the dist
(a) Upon approval of plans for any work by the annual or by a special meeting of the district, the

commissioners shall determine the entire cost to the district of the work to be done.
(b) The commissioners shall then apportion the special assessment within the district, other than state or

federal lands, on a reasonable basis. In apportioning the special assessment, the commissioners shall examine each

parcel and determine the benefits to each parcel from the project, considering such factors as size, proximity to the

lake and present and potential use of the parcel, including applicable zoning regulations. After benefits to each

parcel are determined, assessments shall be made in an aggregate amount equal to the cost to the district of the



project. Such assessments shall be made in accordance with s. 66.0703, so far as it is applicable and not in conflict
with this subchapter.

(c) The commissioners shall file in the office of the county clerk a report of the assessments made. Notice
shall be given to each owner, mortgagee, lessee or other person having an interest in an affected parcel that the
report is open for review at a specified place within the district for 30 days after the date of the notice and that on a
day named therein, which shall not be more than 3 days after the expiration of the 30 days, the commissioners will
hear objections that may be made to the report. Notice shall be by mail to each person whosepost 1 of f i ce addr es
known or can be ascertained with reasonable diligence, accompanied by a statement of the assessment, and shall
also be published as a class 2 notice, under ch. 985, in a newspaper having general circulation within the district.

(d) At the time specified for hearing objections to the report, the commissioners shall hear parties interested
who may appear for that purpose and may review, modify and correct the report as they deem just and at the
conclusion of the hearing shall make a final determination of assessments. No assessment may be increased without
additional notice to affected persons and provisions for hearing objections to such increases.

(e) When a final determination of assessments has been made, the secretary shall publish a class 1 notice,
under ch. 985, within the district that a final determination has been made, and shall notify by mail each person
entitled to notice under par. (c) of the amount assessed against the affected parcel.

(f) An owner, mortgagee, lessee or other person having an interest in any parcel affected by the
determination who feels aggrieved thereby may, within 40 days after the date of mailing of notice, appeal therefrom
to the circuit court of the county in which the district is located by causing a written notice of appeal to be served
upon the secretary of the district. The secretary in case such appeal is taken shall make a brief statement of the
proceedings had in the matter and shall transmit the same with all papers
in the matter to the clerk of the circuit court. Such appeal shall be tried and determined in the same manner as cases
originally commenced in said court.

(2) The commissioners of any district may provide that special assessments levied may be paid in annual
installments, not more than 10 in number, in the manner provided in s. 66.0715 (3).

(2m) Any delinquent special assessment or special charge that is collected under s. 66.0627 (4) or 66.0703
(13) shall be levied without limitation as to rate or amount on all taxable property within the district, shall be
reported in accordance with s. 33.30 (4) (2) and shall not be included or includable in the operations tax limit of s.
33.30 (4) (a).

(3) (a) County and municipally owned real estate within a district shall be subject to special assessments.

(b) If a county or municipality fails to pay a special assessment levied by a district, the clerk of the district
may certify this fact to the department of administration, and shall state the amount due. The department, at the time
of making the next scheduled distribution under s. 79.03, shall deduct the amount claimed from the payment due the
county or municipality, and shall forward it to the district.

(4) Outstanding unpaid assessments on privately owned lands shall be paid in full by any public body,
including the state, which purchases such lands.

(5) Sewerage system service charges imposed by districts with town sanitary district powers shall be in
conformance with s. 66.0821. Special charges may be imposed for other services identified in the annual budget
adopted under s. 33.30 (3) (b). The special charges may not exceed the rate of $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation. The special charges may be certified by the district secretary to the clerk of each municipality having
property within the district for collection and settlement in the same manner as provided under ch. 74. The
commissioners shall allocate the charges to the property served in a manner prescribed by them unless the manner is
specified by a resolution of the annual or of a special meeting. Delinquent special charges shall be governed by s.
66.0627 (4).

History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1977 c. 391; 1983 a. 27 s. 2202 (45); 1989 a. 159; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 167;
1997 a. 35; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 2001 a. 30; 2003 a. 275.

33.33 Merger, attachment, detachment. (1) MERGER. Any district may be merged with a contiguous district by
resolution passed by a fourt1fifths vote of all the meml
special meeting, whichever occurs first, the electors and property owners shall vote on
whether to ratify the merger. If a majority of the electors and property owners present and voting in each district
endorse the merger, it takes effect. Following ratification, the boards of commissioners of merging districts shall act
jointly until the next annual or special meeting whichever occurs first, at which time the board of the merged district
shall be conformed to the requirements specified in s. 33.28. The governing body of the county, town, village or city
having the largest portion by valuation within the district shall make the appointments under s. 33.28 (2).
(2) ATTACHMENT. Contiguous territory may be attached to a district upon petition by the owner or
motion of the commissioners.



(a) Petition. A petition by an owner, directed to the district and requesting attachment, may be accepted by
majority vote of the commissioners, upon which the attachment shall become effective.
(b) Motion. If the commissioners by motion initiate attachment proceedings, they shall notify the owners of
the territory contemplated for attachment and the county board. The county board shall schedule a hearing on the
motion, using the procedure of s. 33.26 as far as is applicable. Following the hearing, the board shall make a finding
on the necessity of attachment of territory, using the standards of s. 33.26 (3), and shall declare the territory to be
either attached or not. Appeals of the boardds deci si ol
(3) DETACHMENT. Territory may be detached from the district following petition of the owner or
motion of the commissioners. Proposals for detachment shall be considered by the commissioners, and territory
may be detached upon a finding that such territory is not benefited by continued inclusion in the district. Appeals of
the commi ssionersdé decision may be taken under s. 33. 2
History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1975 c. 197; 1981 c. 20; 1989 a. 159; 2003 a. 275. It is not always necessary for the petitioner
in a detachment proceeding to prove that there has been a change in circumstances since the district was created.
The finding of benefit to property required under s. 33.26 (3) in forming a district is not the same as the finding that
the property is not benefited required under under s. 33.33 (3) to detach a property form the district. The s. 33.26 (3)
finding is general and predictive. Section. 33.33 (3) requires an individualized evaluation of property under present

circumstances. Donaldson v. Board of Commissioners of |
2d 146, 680 N.W. 2d 762, 01713396. Al t hough not speci fi
certiorari. Donaldsonv. Boardof Commi ssi oners of Rocki Koshkonong Lake D
146, 680 N.W. 2d 762, 0113396.

33.35 Dissolution of districts. A petition to dissolve an existing district created under this chapter may not be
considered at an annual meeting of the district unless an elector within the district or a property owner within the
district notifies the district board of commissioners in writing at least 90 days before the

annual meeting that the elector or property owner intends to petition for dissolution at that annual meeting. The
notice of the annual meeting must include a statement that a petition to dissolve the district will be considered. The
district may be dissolvedupona t woi1 t hi rds vote of the electors and prop
The county board shall by order dissolve the district following receipt of the petition if the county board finds that
one or more of the standards for the creation of a district under s. 33.26 (3) are not met. The order for dissolution
shall be conditioned upon proper petition to the circuit court and appointment of a receiver to administer the winding
up of the district under the supervision of the court and a final order of the court. The attorney general shall
represent the state and shall be a party to every dissolution proceeding where state money is involved.

History: 1973 c¢. 301; 1989 a. 159.

33.36 Alteration of districts. (1) Whenever any territory that contains an entire district is incorporated as a city or
village, consolidated with a city or village or annexed to a city or village, the district shall survive and shall be
subject to s. 33.23.

(2) Whenever any territory containing less than an entire district is incorporated as a city or village,
consolidated with a city or village or is annexed to a city or village, the district shall survive, and the district shall
continue to operate under this chapter, subject to the following modifications:

(a) The district shall exercise only those powers granted under this chapter. Sanitary district powers shall
not be exercised unless consent for such exercise is obtained in advance from the governing body of the city or
village.

(b) The governing body of the city, village or town having the largest portion by valuation of the district
within its jurisdiction shall make the appointment under s. 33.28.

(c) Ownership of any water or sewerage system shall be determined according to s. 60.79 (2) (d).
History: 1975 c¢. 197; 1983 a. 532 s. 36; 1989 a. 159.

33.37 Districts in more than one county. (1) Where the proposed district is in more than one county, the county
board of the county within which the largest portion, by valuation, of the proposed district lies shall have jurisdiction
under ss. 33.24 to 33.28.

(2) The county within which the largest portion, by valuation, of a district lies shall have jurisdiction on
motions for attachment under s. 33.33 (2) (b) and on petitions for dissolution under s. 33.35.
History: 1977 c. 391



ADENDUM 2
Wisconsin Open Meetings Law

Wisconsin Open Meetings Law
Wis. Stat. § 19.8119.98

19.81 Declaration of policy.

(1) In recognition of the fact that a representative government of the American type is dependent upon an
informed electorate, it is dared to be the policy of this state that the public is entitled to the fullest and most
complete information regarding the affairs of government as is compatible with the conduct of governmental
business.

(2) To implement and ensure the public policydie expressed, all meetings of all state and local
governmental bodies shall be publicly held in places reasonably accessible to members of the public and shall be
open to all citizens at all times unless otherwise expressly provided by law.

(3) In confamance with article 1V, section 10, of the constitution, which states that the doors of each house
shall remain open, except when the public welfare requires secrecy, it is declared to be the intent of the legislature to
comply to the fullest extent witlnis subchapter.

(4) This subchapter shall be liberally construed to achieve the purposes set forth in this section, and the rule
that penal statutes must be strictly construed shall be limited to the enforcement of forfeitures and shall not
otherwise appl to actions brought under this subchapter or to interpretations thereof.

19.82 Definitions.
As used in this subchapter:

(1) "Governmental body" means a state or local agency, board, commission, committee, council, department
or public body corporate drpolitic created by constitution, statute, ordinance, rule or order; a governmental or
guastgovernmental corporation except for the Bradley center sports and entertainment corporation; a local
exposition district under subch. 1l of ch. 229; any publigppse corporation, as defined in s. 181.79 (1); a nonprofit
corporation operating the Olympic ice training center under s. 42.11 (3); or a formally constituted subunit of any of
the foregoing, but excludes any such body or committee or subunit of suclvbiothyis formed for or meeting for
the purpose of collective bargaining under subch. I, IV or V of ch. 111.

(2) "Meeting" means the convening of members of a governmental body for the purpose of exercising the
responsibilities, authority, power or dutiéslegated to or vested in the body. If draf or more of the members of
a governmental body are present, the meeting is rebuttably presumed to be for the purpose of exercising the
responsibilities, authority, power or duties delegated to or vested botly. The term does not include any social
or chance gathering or conference which is not intended to avoid this subchapter, any gathering of the members of a
town board for the purpose specified in s. 60.50 (6), any gathering of the commissionensrogartitary district
for the purpose specified in s. 60.77 (5) (k) or any gathering of the members of a drainage board created under s.
88.16, 1991 stats., or under s. 88.17, for a purpose specified in s. 88.065 (5) (a).

(3) "Open session" means a megtimhich is held in a place reasonably accessible to members of the public
and open to all citizens at all times. In the case of a state governmental body, it means a meeting which is held in a
building and room thereof which enables access by personéunitional limitations, as defined in s. 101.13 (1).

19.83 Meetings of governmental bodies.



(1) Every meeting of a governmental body shall be preceded by public notice as provided in s. 19.84, and
shall be held in open session. At any meeting of a govenital body, all discussion shall be held and all action of
any kind, formal or informal, shall be initiated, deliberated upon and acted upon only in open session except as
provided in s. 19.85.

(2) During a period of public comment under s. 19.84 (2)oernmental body may discuss any matter raised
by the public.

19.84 Public notice.
(1) Public notice of all meetings of a governmental body shall be given in the following manner:

(a) As required by any other statutes; and (b) By communication froahigipresiding officer of a
governmental body or such person's designee to the public, to those news media who have filed a written request for
such notice, and to the official newspaper designated under ss. 985.04, 985.05 and 985.06 or, if nao@exists,
news medium likely to give notice in the area.

(2) Every public notice of a meeting of a governmental body shall set forth the time, date, place and subject
matter of the meeting, including that intended for consideration at any contemplated efssed, $n such form as
is reasonably likely to apprise members of the public and the news media thereof. The public notice of a meeting of
a governmental body may provide for a period of public comment, during which the body may receive information
from members of the public.

(3) Public notice of every meeting of a governmental body shall be given at least 24 hours prior to the
commencement of such meeting unless for good cause such notice is impossible or impractical, in which case
shorter notice may bgiven, but in no case may the notice be provided less than 2 hours in advance of the meeting.

(4) Separate public notice shall be given for each meeting of a governmental body at a time and date
reasonably proximate to the time and date of the meeting.

(5) Departments and their subunits in any university of Wisconsin system institution or campus and a
nonprofit corporation operating the Olympic ice training center under s. 42.11 (3) are exempt from the requirements
of subs. (1) to (4) but shall provide eiing notice which is reasonably likely to apprise interested persons, and news
media who have filed written requests for such notice.

(6) Notwithstanding the requirements of s. 19.83 and the requirements of this section, a governmental body
which is a femally constituted subunit of a parent governmental body may conduct a meeting without public notice
as required by this section during a lawful meeting of the parent governmental body, during a recess in such meeting
or immediately after such meeting fitne purpose of discussing or acting upon a matter which was the subject of
that meeting of the parent governmental body. The presiding officer of the parent governmental body shall publicly
announce the time, place and subject matter of the meeting @iftibeit in advance at the meeting of the parent
body.

19.85 Exemptions.

(1) Any meeting of a governmental body, upon motion duly made and carried, may be convened in closed
session under one or more of the exemptions provided in this section. The shafidre carried by a majority vote
in such manner that the vote of each member is ascertained and recorded in the minutes. No motion to convene in
closed session may be adopted unless the chief presiding officer announces to those present at thiewhesting a
such motion is made, the nature of the business to be considered at such closed session, and the specific exemption
or exemptions under this subsection by which such closed session is claimed to be authorized. Such announcement
shall become part @he record of the meeting. No business may be taken up at any closed session except that which
relates to matters contained in the chief presiding officer's announcement of the closed session. A closed session
may be held for any of the following purposes



(a) Deliberating concerning a case which was the subject of any judicial ofjugliagl trial or hearing
before that governmental body.

(b) Considering dismissal, demation, licensing or discipline of any public employe or person licensed by a
boardor commission or the investigation of charges against such person, or considering the grant or denial of tenure
for a university faculty member, and the taking of formal action on any such matter; provided that the faculty
member or other public employe person licensed is given actual notice of any evidentiary hearing which may be
held prior to final action being taken and of any meeting at which final action may be taken. The notice shall contain
a statement that the person has the right to demanthéhavidentiary hearing or meeting be held in open session.

This paragraph and par. (f) do not apply to any such evidentiary hearing or meeting where the employe or person
licensed requests that an open session be held.

(c) Considering employment, prommti, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employe
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.

(d) Except as provided by rule promulgated under s. 304.06 (1) (em), considering specific applications of
probation or parole, or considering strategy for crime detection or prevention.

(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or
conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive @ihiaggreasons require a closed session.

(ee) Deliberating by the council on unemployment compensation in a meeting at which all employer members
of the council or all employe members of the council are excluded.

(eg) Deliberating by the council on worlkeecompensation in a meeting at which all employer members of the
council or all employe members of the council are excluded.

(em) Deliberating under s. 157.70 if the location of a burial site, as defined in s. 157.70 (1) (b), is a subject of
the delibeation and if discussing the location in public would be likely to result in disturbance of the burial site.

(f) Considering financial, medical, social or personal histories or disciplinary data of specific persons,
preliminary consideration of specific i@nnel problems or the investigation of charges against specific persons
except where par. (b) applies which, if discussed in public, would be likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon
the reputation of any person referred to in such historieatar dr involved in such problems or investigations.

(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice
concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or isdikelgame
involved.

(h) Consideration of requests for confidential written advice from the ethics board under s. 19.46 (2), or from
any county or municipal ethics board under s. 19.59 (5).

(i) Considering any and all matters related to acts by businesdes s. 560.15 which, if discussed in public,
could adversely affect the business, its employes or former employes.

()) Considering financial information relating to the support by a person, other than an authority, of a nonprofit
corporation operatindhie Olympic ice training center under s. 42.11 (3), if the information is exempt from
disclosure under s. 42.115 or would be so exempt were the information to be contained in a record. In this
paragraph, "authority" and "record" have the meanings giverr snd®.32.

(2) No governmental body may commence a meeting, subsequently convene in closed session and thereafter
reconvene again in open session within 12 hours after completion of the closed session, unless public notice of such
subsequent open sessiwas given at the same time and in the same manner as the public notice of the meeting
convened prior to the closed session.



(3) Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed to authorize a governmental body to consider at a meeting in
closed session tHaal ratification or approval of a collective bargaining agreement under subch. I, IV or V of ch.
111 which has been negotiated by such body or on its behalf.

19.86 Notice of collective bargaining negotiations.

Notwithstanding s. 19.82 (1), where notlt@s been given by either party to a collective bargaining agreement
under subch. I, IV or V of ch. 111 to reopen such agreement at its expiration date, the employer shall give notice of
such contract reopening as provided in s. 19.84 (1) (b). If the eargkoyot a governmental body, notice shall be
given by the employer's chief officer or such person's designee. This section does not apply to a nonprofit
corporation operating the Olympic ice training center under s. 42.11 (3).

19.87 Legislative meetings

This subchapter shall apply to all meetings of the senate and assembly and the committees, subcommittees and
other subunits thereof, except that:

(1) Section 19.84 shall not apply to any meeting of the legislature or a subunit thereof called stilely for
purpose of scheduling business before the legislative body; or adopting resolutions of which the sole purpose is
scheduling business before the senate or the assembly.

(2) No provision of this subchapter which conflicts with a rule of the senatsemibly or joint rule of the
legislature shall apply to a meeting conducted in compliance with such rule.

(3) No provision of this subchapter shall apply to any partisan caucus of the senate or any partisan caucus of
the assembly, except as provided hyiseative rule.

(4) Meetings of the senate or assembly committee on organization under s. 71.78 (4) (c) or 77.61
(5) (b) 3. shall be closed to the public.
19.88 Ballots, votes and records.

(1) Unless otherwise specifically provided by statute, no séaiot may be utilized to determine any
election or other decision of a governmental body except the election of the officers of such body in any meeting.

(2) Except as provided in sub. (1) in the case of officers, any member of a governmental badguiray
that a vote be taken at any meeting in such manner that the vote of each member is ascertained and recorded.

(3) The motions and roll call votes of each meeting of a governmental body shall be recorded, preserved and
open to public inspection theé extent prescribed in subch. Il of ch. 19.

19.89 Exclusion of members.

No duly elected or appointed member of a governmental body may be excluded from any meeting of such
body. Unless the rules of a governmental body provide to the contrary, no nefrttibody may be excluded
from any meeting of a subunit of that governmental body.

19.90 Use of equipment in open session.

Whenever a governmental body holds a meeting in open session, the body shall make a reasonable effort to
accommodate any persoadiring to record, film or photograph the meeting. This section does not permit recording,



filming or photographing such a meeting in a manner that interferes with the conduct of the meeting or the rights of
the participants.

19.96 Penalty.

Any member ofa governmental body who knowingly attends a meeting of such body held in violation of this
subchapter, or who, in his or her official capacity, otherwise violates this subchapter by some act or omission shall
forfeit without reimbursement not less tharb3$sr more than $300 for each such violation. No member of a
governmental body is liable under this subchapter on account of his or her attendance at a meeting held in violation
of this subchapter if he or she makes or votes in favor of a motion to ptegesmblation from occurring, or if,
before the violation occurs, his or her votes on all relevant motions were inconsistent with all those circumstances
which cause the violation.



19.97 Enforcement.

(1) This subchapter shall be enforced in the nantecembehalf of the state by the attorney general or, upon
the verified complaint of any person, by the district attorney of any county wherein a violation may occur. In actions
brought by the attorney general, the court shall award any forfeiture recoogetider with reasonable costs to the
state; and in actions brought by the district attorney, the court shall award any forfeiture recovered together with
reasonable costs to the county.

(2) In addition and supplementary to the remedy provided in s618h8 attorney general or the district
attorney may commence an action, separately or in conjunction with an action brought under s. 19.96, to obtain such
other legal or equitable relief, including but not limited to mandamus, injunction or declaratgmygat, as may be
appropriate under the circumstances.

(3) Any action taken at a meeting of a governmental body held in violation of this subchapter is voidable,
upon action brought by the attorney general or the district attorney of the county whendidtion occurred.
However, any judgment declaring such action void shall not be entered unless the court finds, under the facts of the
particular case, that the public interest in the enforcement of this subchapter outweighs any public interest which
there may be in sustaining the validity of the action taken.

(4) If the district attorney refuses or otherwise fails to commence an action to enforce this subchapter within
20 days after receiving a verified complaint, the person making such complaibrimguan action under subs. (1)
to (3) on his or her relation in the name, and on behalf, of the state. In such actions, the court may award actual and
necessary costs of prosecution, including reasonable attorney fees to the relator if he or shebptearails,
forfeiture recovered shall be paid to the state.

(5) Sections 893.80 and 893.82 do not apply to actions commenced under this section.
19.98 Interpretation by attorney general.

Any person may request advice from the attorney general as topfeabpity of this subchapter under any
circumstances.
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LAKE RIPLEY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

2010 BUDGET
2009 2009 2010
2008 JAN-JUNE JAN-DEC PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL ESTIMATED BUDGET
Revenues:
Real Estate Tax Levy $ 110,211 $ 71,608 $ 110,517 $ 112,888
Grants 240,830 - 75,000 -
Interest Income 5,695 337 837 -
Carry-over 2,700 1,572 1,572 4,000
Other 1,107 2,048 4,006 -
Restricted Funds Transferred 117,523 10,250 10,250 -
Total Revenues 478,066 85,815 202,182 116,888
Projects:
Staff Payroll/Fringes/Taxes 60,448 31,679 63,359 64,598
Landowner Cost Sharing 7,304 13,635 28,635 10,000
Weed Harvesting 6,749 1,506 5,314 8,775
Lake District Preserve 1,710 50 2,000 3,000
Special Programs 72 33 250 250
Conservation Easements - - - -
Grant Expenses 6,595 - - -
Preserve Restoration/Development - 2,800 2,800 -
Insurance:
General Liability 1,879 B 1,956 2,000
Marine & Truck 1,053 - 1,149 1,300
Worker's Compensation 923 918 918 950
Operations:
Legal Counsel 574 - - 3,000
Dues & Conferences 501 80 510 1,400
Office & Community Outreach 6,897 1,632 5,424 6,415
Contingency 1,000 - 1,500 1,500
Commissioner Stipends 4,700 2,450 4,900 4,900
Rent 1,800 1,050 1,800 1,800
Capital Reserve, Land/Equipment Acquisition 408,254 674 10,000 10,000
Total Dibursements 510,459 56,407 130,515 116,888
Balance $ __(32,393) $ 29,408 $ 71,667 $ -
Capital
Reserve, Land Preserve
& Equipment F.K. Elson Friends of the Lake Planning Restoration &
Non-lapsible Fund: Acquisition Memorial Preserve Floodplain Study Grant Development
Est. Balance (12/31/08) $ 120,045 $ 198 $ 1,792 $ 82 $ 12,722
Add. 2008 activitity:
Increase 288,209 5
Decrease -408,254 -82 -3
Final Balance
(12/31/08) 0 203 1,792 0 12,719
2009 Est. Additions 92,250 $ 3,000
2009 Est. Interest 50 1 9
2009 Est. Expenditures -42 524 -12,719 -2,800
oty $ 49776 | § 204 | § 1801 | $ « |8 =] & 200

(12/31/09):




Prior-Year

Date Equalized Valuation Change Mill Rate Change Tax Levy Change Budget* Change
2010 237,284,218 (1.4%) 0.48 4.3% 112,888 2.1% 116,888 4.3%

2009 240,597,096 2.9% 0.46 (2.1%) 110,517 0.3% 112,089 (0.7%)
2008 233,918,588 14.7%0 0.47 42.%% 110,211 63.1% 112,911 6.0%

2007 204,002,100 2.% 0.33 50.0% 67,570 55.% 106,570 26.0%**
2006 198,347,907 8.6% 0.22 (15.%0) 43,400 (7.0%) 84,550 4.2% DNR Priority Lake Projet funding
2005 182,720,733 9.% 0.26 (23.8%0) 46,650 (17.5%) 81,150 (2.1%) i
2004 166,197,547 5.0% 0.34 (2.9%) 56,550 2.0% 82,850 6.2% f
2003 158,231,434 4.5% 0.35 40.0% 55,450 44.8% 78,000 12.1% f
2002 151,474,387 111% 0.25 8.7% 38,300 24.8% 69,600 5.0% fi
2001 136,358,296 10.1% 0.23 (20.7%) 30,750 (13.1%) 66,300 0.3% f
2000 123,82,425 8.5% 0.29 3.6% 35,400 9.4% 66,100 9.5% f
1999 114,107,532 11.1% 0.28 (33.3%) 32,350 (25.1%) 60,350 13.%% fi
1998 102,664,360 9.1% 0.42 121.%%6 43,200 137.26 53,200 NA f
1997 94,120,742 19.8% 0.19 (26.9%) 18,200 (10.8%) NA f
1996 78,590,199 19.1% 0.26 (3.7%) 20,400 12.%%6 NA fi
1995 66,009,539 12.%%6 0.27 (10.0%) 18,152 3.0% NA fi
1994 58,732,838 16.5% 0.30 20.0% 17,619 37.%% NA fi
1993 50,402,776 NA 0.25 NA 12,824 NA NA DNR Priority Lake Projectunding
1992 N/A

1991 N/A

* Yearly budgets do naiccount fogrant and donoffunded expenses
** Change due, in part, to useldMD granttrarsition funds accumulated over prior budget years

Note: In the early 1990s, Lake Ripley Priority Lake Project activities were administered out of Jefferson County Land@okgat@ation
Department
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The Economicsof Lake Protection andRehabilitation
A Literature Review prepared by the Lake Ripley Management District

A growing body of research demonstrates a significant and positive correlation between lake health and
regional property values and economic activity. The many beoéfithealthy lake and watershed

include: 1) improved water clarity and quality, 2) a thriving and diverse fish and wildlife community, 3)
increased tourism and associated local business activity, 4) higher property values, 5) greater resilience to
pollution and climate change, 6) enhanced natural scenic beauty and recreational capacity, and 7) more
effective flood regulation. Alternatively, recreation suffers, property values fall, anddong

management costs can dramatically increase when lake$oavedato degrade,

AProperty owners around a | ake can respond in
of that lake begins to break down. They can take action collectively, such
as by forming lake associations that govern lake use, or they can take

action privately y  movi ng o f Bil Ptovaneher, bvavkdigon 0
Environmental Economist

Property Values and Tax Base

1 Although the Lake Ripley Management District accounts for about 7% of the total land area in the
Town of Oakland, it contains most ofits populato and r epresents 68% of the
valuation[1].

1 A 2005 UWWhitewater study attempted to quantify the local economic impact of a Delavan Lake
(WI) rehabilitation effort. It found that the lake contributed $77 million annually to the egoand
generated 812 jobs. The rehabilitation of water quality raised average lakeshore property values by
about $177,000 between 1987 and 2003. Increased lakeshore property values reduced real estate tax
bills for nontlake property owners by $178 peraye Improving Eurasian watermilfoil management
was estimated to increase economic activity b $6million annually. Finally, degradation of water
guality to prerestoration levels would reduce economic activity by6$8illion annually[2].

1 The valueof shoreline frontage in Vilas and Oneida Counties (WI) increased an avera@@%f 7
when town zoning required a minimum 200 feet of water frontage for lots. This was the finding of a
University of Wisconsin study that evaluated data collected on 8@htiakefront properties from
19861995. The study concluded that the zoning requirednbgitpreserving clean water, natural
scenic beauty, and peace and guigénerated an economic gain that more than offset the economic
loss resulting from the constraéénof developmeriB].

1 A 2004 University of Wisconsivadison study of more than 1,100 Vilas County (WI) lakefront
property sales from 1992001 showed that more restrictive shoreland zoning regulation generally
had a positive influence on property valudse researchers concluded that lakefront homeowners
value environmental preservation by showing a willingness to exchange rights and money to live on a
healthier lakd4].

1 The loss of property value due to lake water clarity declining below thenedgiverage was
estimated to be $256 to $512 million for 191 Maine lakes. This was the finding of a 2001 study by
the University of Maine. Property value declines ranged from $3,000 to $9,000 per lot. The same
study was used to determine potential fetiax losses in one Maine township where 60% of the $211



million property tax valuation is from lakefront property. At3decline in average minimum water
clarity would cause a loss of $10.5 million, roughly 5% in total property J&lue

1 Animprovemat of 3 feet in water clarity depth translated into an increase of $11 to $200 more per
foot of shoreline property value. Likewise, declining water clarity accounted fe2a%Qdrop in
selling price. This was the finding of ayar Maine study that éied at 900 lakefront properties on
34 lakeq6]. The study methods were repeated in the Mississippi headwaters region of Minnesota
where strong links between lake clarity and land value were further documented. 1,205 residential
property sales were examad from 19962001, with lake property values on one lake with improved
clarity rising $423 for each foot of frontage. For afd@akefront lot, nearly $17,000 was gained in
increased property value. The opposite was true in situations where watgiheld declined7].

1 A study of 1,200 home sales from 198890 on two lakes near Austin, Texas showed that both lakes
exert a significant economic impact on surrounding residential properties. Sale prices for lakefront
homes ranged from $80,000 to $1@00 more than the sale prices for comparablelakafront
properties. The study also showed that the economic impact of lake proximity on property values
extended landward by approximately 2,000 feet from the lakef8lore

I A 1996 Colorado State Urdvsity study showed California homes near stream restoration projects
had a 313% higher property value than similar homes alongastored streams. Most of the
perceived value of the restored stream was due to the enhanced buffer, habitat, anchrecreatio
afforded by the restoratidf].

1 A 1998 study examined land values before and after the Maryland Critical Area and New Jersey
Pinelands landise regulations were imposed. The regulations were found to have no impact on the
volume of construction actityi, and slightly improved the local tax base with land values
appreciating 25%. The researchers noted that residents benefited from the knowledge that public
actions were taken to protect the environmental amenity in which they had already ifW@sted

1 A 2001 report by the Center for Watershed Protection (VA) documented significant economic
benefits associated with nonpoint source pollution control and other environmental protection and
land conservation prograrnfikl].

Desired Lake Amenities, Tourisand Economic Activity

1 A 2005 survey of Lake Ripley Management District and watershed landowners revealed that the top
lake amenities that contributed to their propgrtychase decision were natural scenic beauty, water
sport opportunities, quiet recr@at, and water clarity, respectively. Respondents indicated that clear
water and natural scenic areas were lake qualities of greatest importance to them. 60% of the
respondents owned property off the water and more thamilé4rom the lakg12].

1 A 2007 survey of Lake Ripley Management District and watershed landowners revealed that most
respondents ranked fApresence of the | aked as one
as a local property owner. High marks were also given tvgafier quality and natural scenic
beauty, among other factdfs3].

1 400 Wisconsin business executives surveyed in 2000 gave Wisconsin its highest rankings relative to
other states for its quality of life, government services, and loyalty to area.aliligiland quality of
water were the highest ranked quality of life togic4.



9 Scenic beauty and relaxation were the top reasons tourists gave for visiting Wisconsin and spending
$11.4 billion in the state in 2001. Tourism supported 380,004ifiodl jobs and generated nearly
$1.8 billion in revenues for state and local governments. Without state and local revenues from travel
expenditures, each household would have to pay an additional $932 in taxes to maintain existing
serviceqd15].

1 Each year me than 1.5 million anglers spend 17 million fishing days fishing in Wisconsin. They
spend $1.1 billion directly on fishing related expenses which generates more than $2.1 billion in
economic activity. Sport fishing supports 30,000 jobs and generatestmaor$75 million in tax
revenues for the staf&6].

For a summary of the latest economic research, also see the following Web link

http:/Mww.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/economicsofwater


http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/economicsofwater/
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Lake Ripley Recreational RulesSummary

Slow-No-Wake Boating Times and Locations

1 No person shall opemata motor boat faster than slome-wake speed betweeh30 p.m. and
11:00 a.mdaily. i Sl-momva k e 0 means the sl owest possible
control.

1 No person shall operate a motor boat or personal watercraft faster thanosiake speed
within 200 feet of any shoreline

1 No person shall operate a motor boat or personal watercraft faster thanoshmke speed
within buoyed restricted areas located in South Bay and East Bay

1 No person shall operatenaotor boatfaster than slowno-wake speed within 100 feet of piers,
docks, rafts, antharked swimmingreas.

1 No person shall operateparsonal watercraffaster than slowo-wake speed within 100 feet
of piers, docks, rafts, marked swimming areas, or another boat or personal watercraft.

No-Motor Areas
1 No person shall operate a motdrany kind (including trolling motors) within the horseshoe
channel known as Vasbyés Ditch in South Bay

Public Boat Launch

1 No person shall use the public b&atding on Island Lanfom May 1 through Seépmber 30
withoutfirst paying the required launching and removal fee. All persons shall display a permit
decalas proof of payment of such fed3aily permit fee is $7.00. Seasonal passes are $20.00
for senior citizens and residents/landowners of theTof Oakland, and $30.00 for all other
users.

1 No person shall use the public bdatinching rampor pieis for purposes of fishing or
swimming.

1 No person shall use the public boat landing from one hour after sunset to one hour before
sunrise.

1 No person kall engage in power loading (using the thrust of a motor to load or unload
watercraft to or from a trailer) when using the public boat landing pier.

Buoys
1 No person shall place or removeegulatorybuoy inLake Ripleywithout prior approval from
the Tavn of Oakland and Wisconsin DNR
9 No person shall move, remove, or in any way interfere with posted buoys marking any areas.
1 No person shall place a mooring buoy in a location where it unnecessarily obstructs
navigation, or is not entirely confinedtotemd wner 6 s r i pari an zone.

Water Skiing, Tubing, Aquaplaning, etc.

1 No person shall operate a motor boat towing a person on water skis, aquaplane, or similar
device unless there is a competent observer in the boat in addition to the operator.

1 No person shll engage in water skiing, tubing, aquaplaning, or similar activities without
wearing a Coast Guard approved life preserver.

1 No person shall operate or use any boat, or manipulate any water skis in a careless, negligent,
orreckless mannersoastoendamg anyoneds | ife or property.



1 No person shall operate a motor boat engaged in water skiing, aquaplaning, or similar activity
within 100 feet of any occupied anchored boat, personal watercraft, marked swimming area, or
public boat landing.

1 No person shallgerate a motor boat towing a person on water skis, aquaplane, or similar
deviceduring the7:30 pm to 1:00 am.slow-no-wake period.

1 No person shall direct or participate in any boat race, regatta, water ski meet, or other water
sporting event or exhibitrounless authorized by tAi®wn of Oakland

Evening Boating Hours

1 No person shalbperate a personal watercraft from sunset to sunrise

1 No person shall operate a boat of any type from sunset to sunrise, and during periods of
restricted visibility, withouthe use of properavigation lights.

Age Requirements

1 No person under 10 years of age shall operate a fo#br

1 No person under 12 years of age shall operate a personal watercratt.

1 No person between 10 and 12 years of age shall operate a motor beataatiompanied by
an adult, or unless that person has successfully completed a WisconsiprEg¢Rbed
boating safety course and possesses a safety certificate

1 No person betweeh? and16 yearsof age shalbperate gersonal watercratinless that
peron hassuccessfully completedWisconsinDNR-prescribedoatingsafety course and
possess a safety certificate.

Other Boating Rules

1 No person shall operate a motor boat or personal watercraft at a speed that is greater than
reasonable and prudent, orammanner that creates a hazardous wake.

1 No person shall operate a motor boat while any passenger sits or rides on the gunwales, tops of
seats, backs or sides or on the decking over the bow unless such person is inboard of guards or
railings (except for afforing, mooring, or cast off).

1 No person shall operate any boat that is over the safe carrying capacity of passengers or cargo,
or shall equip a boat with propulsion in excess of its safe power cgfakityg into
considerationdsting operating condibins.

1 No person shall operate a motorboapersonal watercragfor use water skis, aquaplane, or
similar device while intoxicated. Furthermore, no person shall permit an individual who is
intoxicated or under the influence of a controlled substancedgbssenger in a boat
operated by that person except in cases of emergency.

1 No person shall unnecessarily activate any sqaroducing device while on a boat.

1 No person shall operate a boat that is not displaying a valid certificate of number issugd by th
WisconsinDNR.

1 No person shall operatepersonal watercrafinless that person is weariag approved
personal floatation device.

1 No person shall operagay boat opull awater skiewithin1 00 f eet fr om any
any swimmer unless the baatpart of the diving operation or is accompanying the swimmer.

1 No person shall operate contrary to any posted municipal boating ordinances.

Swimming



1 No person shall swim from an unoccupied boat.

1 No person shall swim more thab0feet from the shore uesés in a designated swimming
zone or when accompanied by a competent person in a boat.

1 No person shall swim more thab0feet from the shore between sunset and sunrise.

Snorkel/Skin/Scuba Diving

1 No person shall engage in underwater skin diving, sculaggior swimming with the use of
swimming fins beyond 150 feet from shore unless the location of such activity is marked by a
diverdés flag or is a marked swimming area.

1 No person diving or swimming shall interfere with someone engaged in fishing.

Boat Launching and Transport with Attached Aquatic Organisms

1 State law prohibits launchingy transporting anpoat, boat trailer, or boating equipment if
there are any aquatic plantsather organismattached.

1 To prevent the spread of nuisance aquatic speogsove plants, animals, and mud before
leaving water access; drain water from boat, motor, bilge, live wells, and bait containers before
leaving water access; dispose of unwanted bait in trasheidrairinse boats and recreational
equipment with high i@ssure or hot tap water (> £(H), orallow theboats and equipmetu
dry for at least 5 days.

Fishing

1 No person 16 years of age or older shall fish witpmssessing current Wisconsin fishing
license.

1 No person shall use more than three hooksgjJif®maits, or lures while fishing.

1 No person shall leave a line unattended, possess live crayfish, or release unused bait into the
lake.

1 No person shall engage in motor trolling while fishing on Lake Ripley.

1 No personshall engage in fish sortingAny fish taken into your possession that is not
immediately released is part of your daily bag limit.

1 No person shall possess a fish that does not meet legal size requirements. Furthermore, no
person shall possess a quantity of fish that exceeds the daily liafgtithe particular species
caught.

Size and Daily Limits

Species Season| Min. Length Daily
Limit
Bass ** 14 inches 5 in total
Northern Pike ** 26 inches 2
Blueqill, sunfish, crappie, All None 25 in total
perch Year
Walleye ** 15 inches 5 in tot@l
Bullhead, rough fish, rock All None None
bass yellow & white bass Year

**1st Saturdayin May to Marchlst



Littering
1 No person shall leave, deposit, place, or throw on the water, ice, shore, or upon public or
private property any cans, bottlespds, refuse, solid waste material, or fish parts.

Ice Safety
1 No person shall leave a hole in the ice greater than 12 inches in diameter unless it is clearly
marked.

Piers, Docks, Rafts Trampolines and Decks

1 No person shall place a new or expanded pier ot her structure within
areaso without a Wisconsin DNR permit. Sen:
mainly portions of South Bay and East Bay.

1 No person other than a riparian landowner may place a pier or wharf. dtthmers are
private property of the riparian, someone wading along the shoreline may portage around a
pier by the shortest route practicable on private property.

1 No person shall place a pier, dock or raft in a location where it unnecessarily obstructs
nai gation, or is not entirely confined to the

1 No person shall place a pier in a manner that obstructs the free flow of water, or includes any
features that trap or accumulate aquatic plants or sediment.

1 No person shall place a pieitiwout a permit that exceedslowable size and boamooring
standards defined by Wisconsin DN&h. NR 326, Wis. Admin. Code)Limits two boat slips
for the first 50 feet of lake frontage owned, and no more than one boat slip for each additional
50 feetof shoreline. May not extend further than théo8t water depth, or to the depth
necessary to moor a boat. Pier cannot exceed 6 feet in width, with the exception of a loading
platform that is no more than 8 feet wide by 8 feet long.

1 No person shaltonstruct roofs, canopiedecks, water slides or similar structures on a pier or
dock that is not essential for mooring watercratft.

1 No person shall place or maintain any raft that is greater than 150 feet from shore.

1 No person shall place or maintain amagt or trampoline with a surface greater than 200 square
feet or a height greater than 38 inches without a permit.

Reporting Violations

Violations can be reported to the Jefferson County Sheriff Department6{@B20310),
Wisconsin DNR (1800-847-9367),and Town of Oakland Police (688237415). Include the
following items when reporting a violation: boat certificate of humber, violation, location, and
time and date of incident.



Summary of Jefferson County $horeland Zoning Rulesfor Lake Ripley

Shoreland zoning applies to unincorporated lands lowatbdth 1,000 feet of lake or 300 feet
of any river or streamActivities taking place below the Ordinary High Water Markegelly

fall under Wisconsin DNR permitting authoritfthe laws listed below are not comprehensive
are believed to be current as of the date of this prinding,may vary according tehich entity
or entities havgurisdiction. The followingwas adapt& from a summary prepared by the
Jefferson County Land and Water Conservation Department in 2006

SHORELAND LOT REQUIREMENTS
Lot Dimensions: Varies depending on zoning

Shorelnd Setback: State, County 75 feet from ordinary high water mark (OHWM).
Boathouses, piers, and boat hoists are exempt from setGaciaty
Permit required for reduced setback. Reduced setback allowed if
at least 5 buildings within 500 feet of pased building site are within the
required setback. Reduced setback is the average of setbacks of buildings
on each side of proposed building site; or if no building on one side, the
setback is average of existing building setback and 75 feet. Minimum
setback is 35 feet. Vegetated buffer must be planted.

Sideyard Setback: Varies depending on zoning

Keyhole Lake Town: Keyhole subdivisions, which grant private lake access to
Access: off-lake lots via a common shoreline area, are prohibited ke Répley.

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE REQUIREMENTS

Access Ramp: County Permit required.Only oneper lot, and not to exceed 8 feet in
width or length. Must be located in ViewingdaAccess Corridor and
above OHWM. Only for use by riparian owner. Constructed only using
vegetation or vegetated turf block. Designed to not cause erosion and to
minimize storm water runoff. Erosion control shall be used during
construction.

Boathowse State Permit required for repair/maintenarfeexistingboathouse

Standards: below OHWM. Boathouses are only for storage of boats and related
equipment. Human habitation is prohibitgdounty Permit required.
Placing a boathouse below OHWMprohibited. Must be located in
Viewing and Access Corridor. Onbneper lot. Maximum 10 feet tall
and O400 square feet in size. Ro o f
must be planted.

Fence Standards: County Classified as structures and mustdetback 75 feet from
OHWM, except for open fences for agricultural practices.

Open Sided and County Permit required. Minimursetback of 35 feet from OHWM.
Screened StructuresTotal floor area of all structures in shoreland setback area shatkceed
200 square feet (excluding boathouse



height and have no sides, open sides, or screened sides. Vegetated buffer
must be planted.

Patio: County Must be setback 75 feet from OHWM.

Retaining Walls: County Setbak 75 feet from OWHM except if Zoning Administrator
deemsecessary for erosion cont(plermit isthenrequired.

Stairway/Walkway/ State, County Any path or road within 35 feet from water shall be

Lift Standards: constructed and surfaced to effeetiwvcontrol erosionCounty Permit
required. Maxi mum 4 feet wide stair

with no more thamnelanding every 10 feet of elevation change. Only
onestairway or walkway allowed except a lift may be allowed sscand
access adjacent to stairwayvealkway.

PRESERVATION OF SHORE COVER REQUIREMENTS

Shoreland Buffer: County A 35 foot strip of vegetation running parallel to OHWM and
extending inland from the OHWM. Deadddiseased trees and shrubs,
and noxious and invasive trees, shrubs, and plants may be removed and
must be replaced with native vegetation or cultivars of natives within 30
days of removal. Routine pruning is allowed, but excessive pruning that
jeopardizs the health of trees or shrubs is prohibited. Landscaping and
lawns that extend into the shoreland buffer area prior to March 2005 may
be maintained until restoration is required. dfixg lawns and
landscaping carot be extended into the buffer area.

Viewing and County A vegetated strip of land extending through the shoreland buffer
Access Corridor:  that provides access to the water and a filtered view of the water. Not to
exceed 30 feet wide for lots 0100 fe

lot width for lots <100 feet in width. Not designated in an area where

75% or more offte trees and shrubs exist within the shoreland buffer.
Selective cutting allowed removal of selected trees and shrubs

throughout the range of sizes at regular intervals, either singularly or in
small groups, but not to exceed 75% of existing trees las, leaving
uniform distribution of trees and shrubSounty Greater cutting than
detailed above may be permitted through a Conditional Use Permit and a
Zoning Permit. Submission of a Special Cutting and Restoration Plan that
follow technical standas is required.

Cutting More Than County Cutting of trees and shrubs from the inland edge of the 35 feet
35 Feet Inland: strip to the outer limits of the shoreland is allowed when done using
accepted forest management practices and sound soilatise
practices which protect water quality.

Restorations: County Restoration of a shoreland buffer of 35 feet from the OHWM,
excluding the viewing and access corridor, is required for the following: 1.
Zoning permit for land disturbance withi® Teet from the OHWM. 2.
Zoning permit for setback averaging of a new structure or addition to
existing structure. 3. Zoning permit for repairs, alterations, or additions to



an existing structure that is closer than 75 feet from the OHWM if the total
lif etime repairs, alterations, or additions exceed 50% of the equalized
assessed value of structure. A variaisceecessary to exceed 50%. 4.
Zoning permit for the construction of a new boathouse. When buffers are
required, existing noeonforming accessy structures that do not comply
with the ordinance, excluding existing boathouses, must be removed as
part of shoreland buffer restoration. The restoration must follow technical
standards and a restoration plan must be submitted.

DISTURBANCE ON LAND ABOVE AND BELOW HIGH WATER MARK
Land Disturbance State DNR permit required for grading or removal of topsoitlol 0, 0 0 0
Above OHWM: square feet from the bankCounty Permit required if grading within 500
feet of ordinary high water mark sl o
>1,000 square feet on D% slope, or (3) >2,000 square feet on <12%
slope. Vegetad buffer must be planted.

Disturbance Below State DNR permits required for removal, filling, grading of material
OHWM: from below the ordinary high water mark or the bed of the lake. This
includes rock riprap or similar material.

NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE STANDARDS

Principle Structure: State, County Nonconforming structures shall not be extended, enlarged,
reconstructed, moved or structurally altered (includes maintenanc
additions) in excess of 50% (includes all cumulative projects) of its
current fair market value.

Accessory State, County, City A nonconforming structure shall not be extended,
Structure: enlarged reconstructed, moved or structurally altered iessxaf 50% of
its current fair market value.

WETLANDS

Wetland Protection: Filling, draining, excavating, dredging, and lagooning of wetlands is
prohibited except for wetland enf@ment projectsConsult Corps of
Engineerg262-547-1876),DNR, andCountyfor requirements.

MISCELLANEOUS
Floodplain: Floodplain properties are subject to Federal, State andtZoegulations.

Waterfowl: Town: The intentionafeedingof ducks, geese and other waterfowl is
prohibited on and around Lake Ripley

Yard Waste: Town: The burning of yard waste is prohibited within 25 feet of Lake
Riplely or any channel or ditdiat continuously drains water to the lake.
Burning is further prohibited in streets, curbsides and ditches in Town of
Oakland rightof-ways located with the Town Sanitary District.



LAKE RIPLEY SENSITIVE AREAS MAP (from Town of Oakland Ordinance No2}
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APPENDIX E



LAKE DISTRICT PRESERVE
TRAPPING RULES

Limited trapping allowed by special permit only. Due to space constraints, permission will be granted to
one (1) trapper per season based on a lottery sygtpplications must be received biye Lake Ripley
Management District on or before Septembét. Ithe winner of the lottery will be required to pay a

$50.00 trapping fee for the privilege to trap at the preserve. For applications and additional information,
contact:

Lake Ripley Manag®ment District
N4450 unty RoadA
Cambridge, WI 53523

(608) 4234537
ripley@charterinternet.com

Trappers must possess a valid Wisconsin trapping license, and must folgpliiable rules and
regulations.

Only trapping ofmuskrat, mink, raccoon opossum andskunk allowed. All incidental catches may be

kept providing that the rules set forth herein and for the State of Wisconsin have been followed, and that the
species taken is within a lawful season. Any such catch must be reported within 24 boairegional
conservatiorwarden for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, at (9263804

Trapping in wetland areas is restricted to water sets withdédjtraps sized 1 %2 or smaller, and #110 or
#120 conibear traps (or equivalent). Laeds are restricted to #220 conibear traps (or equivalent) or
smaller, and must be used in recessed cubby sets.

No traps may be placed within ten (10) feet of any walking path or property boundary.
Traps must be set up and inspected during primarygtiéyours (sunrise to sunset).

Trappers must submit a fiHarvest Reportingdafsor mo t
of the close of the season.

The Lake Ripley Management District Board reserves the right to refuse access toiaipapafor

violation of these rules. Further, the Board reserves the right to amend, delay or cancel any trapping season
at their discretion for good cause. Participants affected by the changes will be offered the option of a refund
or deferral to the ext season.



TRAPPING APPLICATION FORM

Instructions:

1. Refer to the attached document titleake District Preserve Trapping Rules information on trapping
restrictions and reporting requirements.

2. Please print the requested information on thenfoelow.

3. Sign, date and return the completed application on or b&tpeember 18.

Your name will be included in a lottery for which one (1) trapper will be randomly selected to trap during the
upcoming season. The winner of the lottery will bguieed to pay a $50.00 trapping fee made payable to the
Lake Ripley Management District.

FULL NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:
COUNTY:
DAYTIME PHONE: EVENING PHONE:

DATE OF BIRTH:

DNR TRAPPING LICENSE #:

SPECIES YOU PLAN TO TRAP:

TRAP TYPES YOU PLAN TO USE:

DATES YOU PLAN TO TRAP:

SIGNATURE: DATE:

Mail or deliver completed form ta

Lake Ripley Management District
N4450 Gunty Road A
Cambridge, WI 53523

(608) 4234537



HARVEST REPORTING FORM

Instructions:

1. Contactyour WisconsirDNR Conservation Wardgi$08-275-3266)to report any unintended, incidental
catche.

2. Please provide the requested information on the form below.

3. Sign, date and return the completed form within 30 days of the close of the trapping season.

Reporting information will be used to track harvest rates for wildlife management purposes.

Contact Information

REPORTING DATE:

FULL NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

DAYTIME PHONE: EVENING PHONE:

Trapping Results

Species Harvested Number | Number of | Average Size| Average Date(s)
(check all that apply) of Males | Females (inches) Weight (to | Harvested
Nose to tip | the ounce)
of tail
P —
I Muskr at
I Mink

—

Opossum

| Raccoon

| Skunk

I I ncidental
Species:
Reported to DNR?:

Mail or deliver completed form to:

Lake Ripley Management District
N4450 @unty Road A, Cambridge, WI 53523
(608) 4234537



Lake District Preserve Planning Committee

Advisory Recommendations to LRMD Board
October, 2007

Committee members consisted of Pam Dollard (Chair), Georgia Gomez-Ibanez (Secretary), Terri
Baker, Kent Brown, Jim Rank and Jeff Spindler. The committee met on a biweekly basis from August
20, 2007 through October 10, 2007. The following mission statement for the committee was adopted:

The

ATo formulate a plan for the maintenance,

Lake District Reserve through education, communication, and exploration of
external resources. o

foll owing mission statement was al

improvement of the Preserve:

conservation issues through exploration and interaction with restaedn r al ar eas.
The Committee presents the following list of recommended actions:
l. Immediate Actions
A. Assess/address possible conflicts between Preserve trail users and Oakland
Conservation Club shooters.
1. Evaluate placement of targets and direction of shooting for safety purposes
2. Assess whether shooting rules are being respected and enforced
3. Post hunting seasons and advise wearing blaze orange on welcoming sign
B. Set up information booths at upcoming community events: Fall Fest (October) and

ATo enhance Lake Di st r i cthabiateuslizyranddowwet | and

so devel

impact public access and educational opportunities to (1) protect the health and
condition of Lake Ripley, and (2) to promote community awareness of watershed

Friends of the Library Craft Fair (November).

1. Assemble existing educational materials on lake-friendly yard care, rain
gardens, Preserve information, etc. (from DNR and UW-Extension)
2. Utilize volunteers to staff the booths
C. Conduct stewardship work along the Preserve trail with help from 4th Grade

Environmental Club.

1. Trim and remove encroaching woody vegetation
2. Seed area around observation deck with colorful prairie forbs
3. Clean out bluebird houses and wood duck nesting boxes

0
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Near-Term Actions

A

Explore ways to increase the Preserveos
1. Investigate conservation easement on and/or purchase of upland woods (or other
properties if consideredectives)i ti cal to
2. Investigate feasibility of plugging the main ditch channel
a) Contact DNR, drainage district board and other authorities to see if

permits could be issued

b) Perform a hydrological assessment (involve U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service) to determine if Preserve wetlands or adjoining properties could
absorb additional water

C) Contingent on the findings of the hydrologic assessment, communicate
with Oakland Conservation Club and other area landowners whose
properties would be critical to the successful plugging of the main ditch

NOTE #1: We regard the protection of the upland woods from development and the
possible plugging of the remaining major ditch as the most important activities for the
LRMD to pursue. We understand that, at the present time, it may not be legally or
hydrologically feasible to plug the ditch. However, in recognition that the ditch is a
major source of continued sediment contamination of the lake, serious consideration of
this possible action is recommended.

NOTE #2: As properties come up for sale or as opportunities arise over the long term,
we recommend considering further land acquisitions (or conservation easements) which
would help the overall health of Lake Ripley.

Educate the public and get the watershed/water quality message out.

1. Improve new property owner information packets with rain barrel and rain
garden materials (as well as previously-used DNR and UW-Extension materials
and other general materials) to educate on proper watershed property care.

2. Expand and update LRMD website.
a) Include more information about the Preserve; publicize availability of
websites containing wetlands information (DNR, Wisconsin Wetlands
Association, etc.)
b) Establish links with Cambridge Chamber of Commerce and Jefferson
County websites.

3. Arrange for information
citizeno information boo
materials). Examples of events include:

p a
t h a {Exteasmmmu n i

May? Renaissance Fair Ripley Park
June London Bridges Art Fair Village Square
June Pottery Festival Ripley Park

August Maxwell Street Days Downtown Cambridge

(
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t



September Heat her 6 s Ca Ripleg Pakkw

October Fall Fest Downtown Cambridge
October Family Wellness Fair Downtown Cambridge
November  Friends of Library Craft Fair Cambridge High School

NOTE: These first three recommendations seem fairly easy to accomplish,
especially #1-2. We suggest trying #3 for a year and get feedback on whether this
booth concept, which dispenses information in a personal way, works well enough to
generate both interest and actual behavior changes.

4. Publish articles about the Preserve in Ripples and the Lake Ripley Edition
of the Cambridge News (July)

5. Explore feasibility of conducting public educational events.

a) Annual public tour at the Preserve after July LRMD Board meeting

b) Attend area homeowner association meetings to discuss wetlands,
watersheds, water quality and good watershed-citizen property care

C) Watershed workshop for community in conjunction with Friends
of Cam-Rock Park (Koshkonong Creek Watershed), possibly at
Amundson Center

d) Explore using library as an additional information resource in the
community about the Preserve and the Lake Ripley watershed (we
could have the Ahow to be a good w:
out, or a binder with handouts)

e) Explore improving the educational value of the Preserve trail using
signage.

NOTE: Recommendation 5E should be considered only if there seems to be more use
of the Preserve after implementing 5A-D. This item would probably not be costly, but
would take some time and effort. Our primary suggestion would be to make two of the
existing signs (birds and plants) more like handy field guides (i.e., more pictures of
species and less text, and the possible addition of one sign near the boardwalk).

Improve Preserve trail for public use.

1. We recommend that no additional trails be built at this time, unless needed
for the purpose of conducting stewardship activities. The existing trails provide
a sufficiently interesting walk without much disturbance of habitat or wildlife.
We recommend only low-impact public use of the Preserve.

2. The addition of two small directional signs is suggested to reassure first-
time walkers (i.e., Athis way to obset
boar dwal ko)

3. Improved trail maintenance is suggested to restrain encroaching willows and to

remove any fallen trees from trail. This type of work could be done regularly if
we had a Friends of the Preserve volunteer work group.

4. It has been suggested that the Preserve sign at Hwy A be moved
perpendicular to the road for greater visibility. We recommend no change to the
sign at this time.



Evaluate public use of Preserve.

1. Place a brief questionnaire and comment box at the welcome sign. This could
be a simple postcard format with questions such as: Where is your home? How
did you learn about the Preserve? What did you enjoy while visiting the
Preserve? What can be done to improve your use and enjoyment of the
Preserve? Include multiple-choice check boxes.
2. Haveasignorcardsavai | abl e which state, e.g.
about the preserve? Have a comment or suggestion? Visit
www.lakeripley.org
3. Include on-line comment form on LRMD website

—

Improve wildlife habitat at the Preserve by evaluating or seeking advice about the
costs and benefits of controlling/eradicating reed canary grass. We understand that this
may not be immediately feasible due to the inherent challenges of controlling this
invasive species.

Publicly recognize good stewardship by community members.

1. Recognize those who actively contribute to the Preserve by maintaining the trail,
bird houses, etc.
2. Recognize those who have donated conservation easements, done shoreline
restorations, made agricultural improvements, etc. (possibly in Ripples)
3. Establish an annual recognition fAcer et

perhaps as part of the Annual Meeting (we are imagining recognition, more than
something monetary)

Involve the schools.

1. Involve school kids in stewardship work (trail work, seeding prairie with
donated seeds, bluebird trail, etc.)

2. Use the Preserve to teach about watersheds, wetlands and water quality

3. Provide informational CDs, or guest speakers for classroom instruction.

Evaluate the need for and sources of outside funding, and/or work help

1. Is the $2,000 in LRMD budget enough for routine annual maintenance (i.e.,
mowing trail, prescribed prairie burns, updating sign information, etc.)?

2. Explore possible funding sources:
a) Cambridge Foundation might fund the improvement of signage

b) WEEB and C.D. Besadny Grants for public school stewardship
activities/projects
C) U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited and Pheasants Forever
might fund wetlands/habitat improvements
d) AFriends of the Preserveo (a possil
(publicize this!), and as a source of volunteers for work parties to help
with stewardship and maintenance activities. Perhaps an article about
this in the Cambridge News with an invitation to meet after an upcoming
LRMD meeting. Include on LRMD website.



e) Explore partnerships with UW-Madison. The Preserve could be a place
for graduate students to do wetland studies, long-term monitoring, etc.
which would be mutually beneficial.

f) Explore additional partnerships with local groups such as school clubs,
senior groups, Lions Club, Scout leaders, 4-H, FFA, etc., as a source for
volunteers, stewardship and other activities.

In summary, it seems clear that it is important to protect and enhance the ability of the Preserve itself
to protect the water quality of Lake Ripley. In addition, education of citizens in the watershed is
important as each property, whether a small yard or a farm, contributes to the health of our lake.
Hundreds of small but appropriate landscaping improvements could add up to a major benefit to the
lake.

We recognize that LRMD has one staff person and limited funding. We suggest exploring
collaborations, grants and donations, and a small but dedicated group of volunteers, to achieve some of
our recommendations. It also seems important to try some new ways of getting the watershed message
out. This will mean an extra amount of work for some people for a one-year trial period, but the
potential benefit might make that time investment worthwhile.

This committee felt privileged to provide this input and to express our concerns regarding the future of

the Lake District Preserve and Lake Ripley. We request thatthisgroup b e recogni zed

as

of the Lake District Preserve Advisory Groupo,

volunteers which we hope will grow in numbers in the near future. We hope to learn of the results of
t he Boar doé sofoursecommendaiongaon an ongoing basis and we plan to reconvene in
mid-March.

The committee wishes to thank the Lake Ripley Management District Board for this opportunity and
we look forward to future cooperative efforts.

Respectfully submitted,

Pam Dollard, Chair

Georgia Gomez-lbanez, Secretary
Terri Baker

Kent Brown

Jim Rank

Jeff Spindler
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Property Owner Opinion Survey (Summer 2007)

Response rate:

Average age:

Average household size:
Male respondents:
Female respondents:

Property location
Lakefront:

LRMD only:
Watershed only:
LRMD + Watershed:

Property type
Permanent residential home:

Part-time residential home:
Agricultural land:
Vacant/undeveloped:
Business/commercial:
Renter:

Off-lake landowners w/ access rights:

Years of property ownership
<1 year:

1-3 years:

4-10 years:

11-20 years:

21-30 years:

30+ years:

Property use during summer
Never:

1-3 days/mo

4-6 days/mo

7-10 days/mo

10+ days/mo

Every day:

225
57
2.8
124
82

79
38
18
77

124
92

P NO O

70

27
59
59
25
47

3

9
10
22
50
126

(23%)

(37%)
(18%)
(8%)

(36%)

(57% of residential homes)
(43% of residential homes)

(53%)

(3%)

(12%)
(26%)
(26%)
(11%)
(21%)

(1%)
(4%)
(5%)
(10%)
(23%)
(57%)

NOTE: The next section of the survey included a series of gragiemiguestions. Responses could fall anywhere

averagaesponse is shown as the first column of numbers, and then graphically on tieandiside of the page. The
second column of numbers indiceitke amount of variance around the average, catiudard deviationLower
numbers signify more viable responses (low agreement), while higher numbers indicate that responses were clu

around the average (high agreement).

Frequency you visit/use lake: (not at all i every day)

Average Standard | 1
(1-6 scale)  Deviation

3.9 11.3




Perceptions about Lake Ripley

Water clarity: (completely clear i completely murky)
Plant growth: (overly sparse i overly weed-choked)
Weekend crowding: (calm i overly crowded)
Weekday crowding: (calm i overly crowded)

Public boating access: (too little T too much)

Public swimming access: (too little i too much)
Public shore fishing access: (too little i too much)
Local lake rules: (inadequate 1 overly restrictive)
Local lake rules: (very unfair i very fair)

Law enforcement: (inadequate i overly aggressive)
Quality of life near lake: (very negative i very positive)

What value do (or would)y o u

as alocal property owner?

Presence of lake:

Good fishing:

Peace and tranquility:

Natural scenic beauty:

Clear water:

Safe water quality:
Slow-no-wake boating policies:
Unique and diverse wildlife:
Access to public beach:
Access to public boat launch:
Access to public shore fishing:
Access to walking/biking paths:

Access to Lake District Preserve:
Healthy aquatic plant community:
Abundant fish and wildlife habitat:

Minimal boat traffic:
Enforcement of rules:

3.2
4.1
4.5
2.0
3.8
3.2
2.6
3.5
4.4
3.7
5.0

of

5.3
4.0
52
5.3
52
55
4.6
4.7
3.8
3.8
3.1
4.2
3.7
4.9
4.9
4.2
4.8

t

32.6
27.7
26.5
36.1
20.8
34.2
19.3
23.1
18.5
155
36.6

he

56.1
13.6
44.6
50.1
44.4
59.0
26.5
30.3

9.9
11.7
14.4
195
11.6
33.4
36.8
18.7
30.9

f

ol l owing as

(not important i very important

f

What activities do (or would) you and your family most enjoy while on Lake Ripley?

Swimming:

Fishing:

Enjoying peace and tranquility:
Observing wildlife:

Slow, motorboat cruising:

Jet skiing:

Sailing or wind surfing:
Paddling or canoeing:

Water skiing or tubing:

Speed boating:

Walking/biking around lake:
Visiting Lake District Preserve:
Visiting Lake Ripley Park:

4.8
4.1
5.3
4.6
4.2
1.9
2.6
3.8
3.4
2.6
4.5
3.4
3.8

34.8
16.0
46.6
26.1
19.9
53.1
23.9
10.5
12.6
28.5
25.2
11.3
13.6

least enjoy i most enjoy




Ice skating: 2.8 18.0
Ice fishing: 25 27.5
How does each of the following currently limit your use and enjoyment of Lake Ripley?
(not a concern i big problem)
Water clarity: 3.4 11.6
Algae: 3.8 111
Lake weeds: 4.0 12.2
Fish/wildlife habitat: 2.8 17.9
Crowding: 3.8 13.4
Lake rules: 2.8 16.9
Access to lake: 2.4 27.5
Litter: 3.1 15.9
Quality of fishing: 2.9 17.5
Carp: 3.3 5.9
Building and development: 4.1 13.9
Conflicts with other users: 3.0 115
Water levels: 2.9 17.0
Zebra mussels: 4.3 19.0
Pier-related issues: 3.2 8.1
Canada geese: 3.6 6.4
Noise: 3.2 14.0
Lack of natural scenic beauty: 2.6 20.9

Which of the following do you feel are currentlylL ake Ri pl eyds biggest threa
not an issue i big threat

Overuse of lawn fertilizers/pesticides: 4.3 19.1
Overuse of agricultural fertilizers/pesticides: 4.5 22.1
Non-native, invasive plants/animals: 4.7 28.6
Loss of habitat: 4.2 17.9
Polluted runoff: 4.7 27.4
Over-development: 4.5 24.0
Over-crowding: 45 231
Groundwater depletion: 3.7 15.7
Lake-rule violations: 3.4 16.5
Uninformed public: 3.8 14.2
Lake-level fluctuations: 3.2 17.3
Poor land-use planning: 3.7 10.3
Misguided lake-management programs: 2.8 15.6

How informed do you feel about issues affecting Lake Ripley and its management?
(not at all - very informed)
45 7 [ [Tl [ []

How do you prefer to receive your Lake Ripley news and information?
(least i most preferred)

Ripples newsletter: 5.4 54.7
E-mail bulletins: 3.7 20.5
Attend Lake District meetings: 25 22.6
Cambridge Cable TV 12: 2.4 27.8
Cambridge News articles: 3.8 9.5
Lake District website: 3.1 10.6




Library: 2.1 35.3
Community workshops/events: 2.6 20.5
Friends and neighbors: 3.5 8.5

Are you aware that eligible landowners may receive 50% cost-sharing and technical assistance for
projects that benefit Lake Ripley (i.e., rain gardens, shoreline restorations, etc.)?
(not at all T very aware)

4.5 i ENEEEEN NN

How do you feel about the following Lake District efforts?

(strongly oppose 1 strongly support)
Landowner cost sharing for eligible projects: 4.3 21.6
Project design/permitting assistance: 4.4 22.0
Development of management plans: 4.7 27.1
Mechanical weed harvesting: 51 40.1
Water quality monitoring: 55 54.3
Lake-use monitoring: 51 42.2
Control of invasive plants/animals: 55 53.8
Negotiating land-conservation agreements: 4.9 33.8
Lake District Preserve: 4.9 315
Citizen ALake Watcho patr 4.4 22.2
Litter cleanups: 5.3 47.0
Ripples newsletter: 5.3 50.0
Lake Ripley E-Bulletins: 45 26.7
Lake District website: 4.4 20.0
Pursuing funding through grants: 55 57.0
Acquisition of conservancy areas: 5.0 40.1
Lake research to diagnose problems: 5.2 47.1
Lobbying for lake-protection policies: 5.0 39.9
Public meetings/forums: 4.6 26.7
Property owner surveys: 4.9 33.7

How do you feel about the portion of your tax bill that finances the protection and management of Lake
Ripley ($53 per $100,000 of assessed valuation)?
(insufficient i excessive)
3.8 22 [ [T T[]

What about Lake Ripley or its management do you appreciate the most? (10+ mentions)
65: Proactive/concerned management

16: Maintaining clear and clean water quality
14: Public information/education/awareness
12: Natural scenic beauty

11: Community/citizen activism

Is there anything about Lake Ripley or its management you find most concerning? (10+ mentions)
29: AiNoo
10: Management 6s agenda or approach to decision making

What specific actions are needed to better protect and manage Lake Ripley? (10+ mentions)
15: Limit lake access to control crowding

14: Cut more weeds

13: Continue current management efforts



What topics would you like to learn more about in future newsletters or articles? (10+ mentions)
10: Homeowner tips relating to yard care and lake-protection strategies



Property Owner Opinion Survey (Summer 2005)

Distribution: Questionnaires were sent on 10/06/05 to the mailing addresses of all property owners located
within the boundaries of the Lake Ripley Management District and/or Lake Ripley watershed

Number of households receiving a survey: 948

Number responding: 220

Response rate: 23%

1. What type of property do you own? Check all that apply.
45%: Single-family home (Seasonal residence)
49%: Single-family home (Permanent residence)
6%: Vacant/Undeveloped
1%:  Agricultural
3%: Rental property
1%: Condominium
1%: Business/Commercial

2. Approximately how far from the lake is your property located?
40%: On the water
47%: 1/4 mile
7%: 1/2 mile
2%: 3/4 mile
4%: 1 or more miles

3. How long have you owned property near Lake Ripley?
28%: 0-5years
18%: 6-10 years
11%: 11-15 years
9%: 16-20 years
34%: 20+ years

4. |If you are a seasonal or part-time resident, please answer the following questions.
A) On average, how many days per month do you use your home?
11%: 0-3 days
15%: 4-6 days
24%: 7-9 days
20%: 10-12 days

30%: 12+ days

B) Do you have plans to make this home your permanent residence?
38%: Yes
62%: No

5. What about Lake Ripley contributed to your decision to buy property near Lake Ripley? List the
letters of your top three choices.
(1% choices = 3 points, 2" choices = 2 points, 3" choices = 1 point)
91 pts: Lake not a consideration
54 pts:  Size/depth
34 pts:  Level of use

130 pts: Water clarity
11 pts: Weed/algae conditions
20 pts:  Public accessibility

2 pts: Fishery

:



31 pts: Level of development

240 pts: Natural scenic beauty (1%

26 pts: Lake-bottom condition

170 pts: Water-sport opportunities (2”d)
142 pts: Quiet recreation (3")

38 pts:  Regional center of activity

If you boat on Lake Ripley, please answer the following questions.

A)

B)

C)

D)

What types of watercraft do you use? Check all that apply.
30%: Row/paddle boat

8%: Sailboat

11%: Jet Ski

11%: <30HP fishing boat

12%: >30HP fishing boat

27%: Speed boat
36%: Pontoon boat

How do you access the lake? Check all that apply.
31%: Public boat landing

15%: Marina

49%: Private lakefront access

Do you use your boat on other waters besides Lake Ripley?
22%: Yes

78%: No

I f you answered fAiYesOoO above, are you
equipment of invasive species (i.e., zebra mussels, Eurasian milfoil, etc.)?
91%: Yes

9%: No/not sure

If you are an angler, please answer the following questions.
A) Which types of fish do you prefer to try to catch on Lake Ripley? Rank 1-5, with 5 being least

B)

C)

How do you feel about the current availability of public access on Lake Ripley?

important. (Rank 1 = 5 points, rank 2 =
403 pts: Largemouth Bass (1%

314 pts: Walleye (3")

197 pts: Northern pike

331 pts: Bluegill/Sunfish (2"

144 pts: Yellow perch

35 pts:  Other

a w aoureboatifig h o w

Compared to other lakes, how is the fishing on Lake Ripley in terms of fish sizes and numbers?

7%: Excellent
35%: Good

47%: Fair
11%: Poor

Howoftendo you pracfrndeel f@astedh
56%: Always

39%: Sometimes

5%: Never

24%: Too much
66%: Sufficient
10%: Not enough

t

(o]

4 points,é rank



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Overall, howwouldyou descri be Lake Ripleyds water clarity?
67%: Clear

26%: Cloudy

7%: Murky

0%: Peasoup

Overall, how would you describe Lake Ripleybs aquatic
this way.

6%: Too sparse

69%: Acceptable

25%: Overly abundant

What activities do you or members of your household most enjoy while on Lake Ripley? List letters
of your top three choices. (1* choices = 3 points, 2" 4 choices = 2 points, 3" choices = 1 point)
32 pts: Donldgkée use the

191 pts: Slow, motorboat cruising (2”d)

40 pts: Speed boatlng

178 pts: Fishing (3" )

41 pts:  Jet skiing

137 pts: Water skiing/tubing

270 pts: Swimming (1%

5pts:  Diving/snorkeling

42 pts: Paddling

119 pts: Enjoying natural scenery

15 pts:  Sailing/wind surfing

95 pts:  Enjoying quiet solitude

27 pts:  Spotting wildlife

8 pts:  Snowmobiling

6 pts:  Cross-country skiing

14 pts:  Other

How crowded do you generally feel when on the lake?
WEEKENDS:

6%: Not crowded

16%: Slightly crowded
44%: Moderately crowded
34%: Extremely crowded
WEEKDAYS:

71%: Not crowded

19%: Slightly crowded
8%: Moderately crowded
2%: Extremely crowded

How do you feel about rule enforcement on Lake Ripley?
16%: Not sufficient

64%: Adequate

20%: Overly aggressive

What lake qualities are of greatest importance to you? Rank as follows: 2 =very important, 1 =
moderately important, 0 = I|ttle or no importance

268 pts: Minimal boat traffic (6' )

246 pts: Fish/wildlife refuges (7' )

272 pts: Few to no problem weeds (4' )

162 pts: Big fish (13" )

223 pts: Abundant fish (10™)
294 pts: Natural scenic areas (2

nd
)
244 pts: Rule compliance/enforcement (8”‘)



269 pts: Quiet solitude (5™)

362 pts: Clear water (1%

205 pts: Unique and diverse aquatic life (11™)
190 pts: Ease of navigation (12™)

289 pts: Safe beaches (3%

243 pts: Minimal shore development (9"‘)1
126 pts: Public access opportunities (14")

14 pts: Other (15™)

. Do any of the following routinely impair your ability to enjoy Lake Ripley? Check all that apply.
14%: Poor water clarity (7th T tie)

19%: High or low water levels (5" i tie)

31%: Agquatic ﬁZW)eed() gr owt h
10%: Small fish sizes (9™

14%: Low fish numbers (7" 1 tie)

40%: Overcrowding (1)

22%: Algae (4" 7 tie)

5%: Insufficient public access (12”‘)

19%: Boating conflicts (5™ i tie)

7%: Lack of fish/wildlife habitat (11”‘)

15%: Rule violations (6™)

22%: Noise (4" i tie)

9%: Burdensome lake-use policies (10”‘)

12%: Litter (8" 1 tie)

14%: Shore development (7" i tie)

12%: Pollutant-level concerns (8th T tie)

25%: Canada geese (3"

14%: Other (777 tie)

.What do you feel are the biggest threats to Lake Riple
choices. (1% choices = 3 points, 2™ choices = 2 points, 3" choices = 1 point)

183 pts: Misuse of lawn/garden/farm chemicals (3“’)

208 pts: Invasive species (1)

18 pts: Groundwater pumping

105 pts: Soil erosion and polluted runoff
171 pts: Boating pressure

18 pts: Fishing pressure

200 pts: Development pressure (2”")

49 pts:  Fluctuating water levels

38 pts:  Poor farming practices

28 pts:  Uninformed public officials

47 pts:  Uninformed citizenry

58 pts: Habitat destruction

61 pts: Misguided management priorities
13 pts:  Other

. Do you feel that you are kept reasonably informed of important matters regarding Lake Ripley?
90%: Yes

10%: No

. How do you obtain, or prefer to obtain, your Lake Ripley-related news and information? Check all
that apply.

20%: Watch or attend meetings

90%: The Ripples newsletter

42%: Local news articles

18%: Website

1%: Library archives

29%: Friends/neighbors



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

5%: Other

Which of the followmg toplcs would you like to learn more about? Check all that apply.
13%: Rain gardens (11 T tie)

23%: Lake-friendly lawn care (5 T t|e)

10%: Conservation easements (12 T tie)

19%: Aquatic plant management (7' )

16%: Fisheries management (9' )

26%: Invasive species I.D. /control (3“’)

27%: General lake ecology (2"%)

18%: Shoreline vegetative buffers (8 )

25%: Shoreline erosion control (4 T tie)

10%: Construction site erosion control (12 T tie)
9%: Conservation farming pract|ces (13 T tie)
8%: Drainage dltch repair (14' )

29%: Lake rules (1%

20%: Wetland restoration (6' )

13%: Nutnent/pesnmde management planning (11 T tie)
5%: Composting (15' )

14%: Polluted runoff (10" )

9%: Water conservation (13 T tle)

23%: Shoreland zoning rules (5 T tie)

25%: Lake Rlpley trivia (4 T tie)

3%: Other (16™)

What do you think is the most positive aspect of Lake Ripley? Please explain.
Top 3 comments: Water quality (56); natural beauty (36); peacefulness (26)

What do you think is the most negative aspect of Lake Ripley? Please explain.
Top 3 comments: Overcrowding/boat traffic (50); jet skis (22); overdevelopment (21)

What actions would you like to see taken to better protect and manage Lake Ripley?
Top 3 comments: Boating restrictions on numbers/sizes/horsepower/speed (28); better lake-access
controls (19); continued management efforts (19)

Do you have any concerns or questions that were not addressed as part of this survey?
Overwhel ming majority indicated fAinod or made

no

commen



Property Owner Opinion Survey (Summer1999

Surveys mailed: 800 (Lake District and watershed landowners)
Surveys returned: 307
Response rate: 38%

1. What type of property owner are you? Check all that apply.
(96%) Residential (1%) Rural/Ag. (1.7%) Commercial (3.6%) Vacant (1%) Renter

2. Areyou a member of the Lake Ripley Management District?
(55.6%) Yes (29.8%) No (13.6%) No Response

3. How far from Lake Ripley is your property located?
(36.1%) On the water (43.7%) Y2 mile (7.9%) % mile (6.3%) % mile (4%) 1+ miles
(19%) No Response

4. What is your residency status?
(57.9%) Year-round/Permanent (39.4%) Seasonal/Part-time (2.6%) No Response

5. If you are a seasonal/part-time resident, please answer the following questions.
A) What season(s) do you most often spend time on Lake Ripley?
(87.8%) Spring [Mar i May] (95%) Summer [JunT Aug] (47.1%) Fall [Sept i Nov]
(11.8%) Winter [Dec i Feb]

B) How many days per month (on average) do you spend time on Lake Ripley?
(11) AVERAGE; (10) MEDIAN; (7.5) MEAN

C) In which state and county are you a permanent resident?
(44.8%) Wisconsin (46%) lllinois (9.2%) Other

6. How many years have you owned property on or near Lake Ripley?
(24.8%) 0-5years (14.9%) 6-10 years (13.6%) 11-15 years (6.6%) 16-20 years (37.4%) 20+ years
(1.7%) No Response

7. Listthe top three reasons why you chose to own property on or near Lake Ripley? Units are in

percent.

lst 2nd 3rd
A. Recreational activities 21.2 10.3 8.9
B. Cost of the property 5.3 8.9 3.3
C. Distance from home 7.9 7.6 8.3
D. Lake size 1.3 23 20
E. Lake quality 6.3 7.6 5.0
F. Peace/tranquility 14.6 15.6 14.6
G. Quality of fishery 1.0 1.0 3.0
H. Small community environment 10.6 18.5 19.9
I.  Friends or family on lake 6.3 7.0 5.6
J. Family tradition or inheritance 9.9 4.0 4.0
K. Real estate investment 2.6 5.6 53
L. Business purposes 1.3 1.3 0.0
M. Entertaining 0.7 0.0 3.3
N. Other 6.3 1.6 4.3

No Response 3.6 7.6 11.6



8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Rankings after adding percentages across all three ranking categories: 1% H 2" E 39A

(Frequent responses for Aot her o: Close to work;

If you own lakefront property, what structures exist on this property?

(5%) Vacant (67.2%) Winterized house (24.4%) Summer cottage (1.7%) Boathouse
(80.7%) Dock/Pier (14.3%) Swimming raft (41.2%) Detached garage/Storage shed
(42%) Deck/Patio (8.4%) Boat launch (2.5%) Other

If you own lakefront property, which of the following best describes your lake frontage?
(38.9%) Mowed lawn (6.8%) Concrete/wood/metal retaining wall (20.1%) Natural vegetation
(26%) Stabilizing rocks (8.2%) Sand beach

How many of each type of watercraft do you use on Lake Ripley? Please write the number of each
watercraft that you own in the spaces provided.

(57) Rowboat/Paddle boat (77) Canoe/Kayak (33) Sailboat (18) Personal watercraft

(37) Motor boat under 25HP (113) Motor boat over 25HP (63) Pontoon boat (4) Other

If you are an angler, please answer the following questions.
D) Which of the following Lake Ripley fish species do you prefer to catch?
(1 = most important, 3 = least important) Units are in percent.

1 2 3
Bluegill/Sunfish 22.8 18.2 4.3
Largemouth Bass 33.4 7.6 1.7
Walleye 25.8 13.2 1.7
Northern pike 6.6 17.5 9.6
Perch 7.3 13.2 14.2

(Crappie, bullhead, gar and carp were also mentioned)

E) What is the average size of each type of fish that you catch on Lake Ripley? Units are in inches.

AVERAGE MEDIAN
Largemouth Bass 11.9 12
Walleye 13.3 14
Northern Pike 20.2 20
Bluegill/Sunfish 6.0 6
Perch 4.9 5

F) Overall, how would you rate the quality of fishing on Lake Ripley?
(12.7%) Poor (27.4%) Fair (12.7%) Good (0.0%) Excellent (47.2%) No Response

G) Do you voluntari l-apnd-pelacdas e® uilkkan cfthi shi ng?
(25.8%) Always (25.4%) Sometimes (2.3%) Never (46.5%) No Response

Do you feel Lake Ripley has adequate public access? If not, what type of access is most needed?
(81.9%) Yes (10.0%) No (8.0%) No Response

(Frequent responses for type of access needed: One more boat launch at other end of lake; public
shoreline access for fishing and swimming)

What is your opinion regarding the use of fertilizers and/or weed killer to maintain lawns or crops
around Lake Ripley? Check all that apply.

(9.4%) needed on a frequent and regular basis (two or more applications per year)

(11.7%) needed on an infrequent, but regular basis (less than two applications per year)

(38.5%) needed occasionally, but should be used sparingly and only if absolutely necessary

(14.7%) not needed

(32.4%) should not be used without extreme caution due to health/environmental effects



14. Overall, how would you describe the water clarity in Lake Ripley during the summer months?
(0.3%) Crystal clear (18.7%) Clear (44.8%) Cloudy (21.4%) Murky (4.0%) Pea soup
(10.7%) No Response

15. When is water clarity at its worse? Check all that apply.

(3.0%) Consistently bad (28.4%) After heavy rains

(3.3%) Spring (62.5%) After heavy motor boat & jet ski traffic

(52.8%) Summer (13.0%) During abnormally high/low lake levels

(6.0%) Fall (6.7%) Other (frequent response: During hot, sunny weather)
16.0verall, how would you describe Lake Ripleyb6s aquatic

(9.7%) Too few plants (42.5%) Healthy amount of plant growth (27.4%) Too many plants

17. What activities do you and the members of your household most enjoy while recreating on Lake
Ripley? List the letters of your top three choices. LdJnits are in percgnt.
lSt ni I

i 2 3
A. Fishing 16.7 7.7 4.7
B. Motor boating 12.0 18.4 5.4
C. Canoeing/Paddle boating 2.3 5.7 2.3
D. Sailing/Wind surfing 1.3 5.7 1.3
E. Jet skiing 1.3 2.7 1.0
F. Water skiing 4.7 5.4 4.7
G. Enjoying peace/ tranquility 20.1 15.7 14.0
H. Observing wildlife 0.7 5.7 7.7
I.  Swimming/Snorkling 21.1 10.7 114
J Enjoying the view 7.7 11.0 16.4
K. Camping 0.0 0.0 0.0
L. Entertaining 0.7 3.0 5.0
M. Working on property 0.7 0.7 7.4
N. Cross-country skiing 0.0 0.3 0.3
O. Snowmobiling 0.0 0.3 2.0
P. Other 2.7 0.3 1.3
No Response 8.0 11.4 154

Rankings after adding percentages across all three ranking categories: 1% G 2] 3“B
(Frequent response f or ifidoatrhéetr ous e Ntohnee loadk ee)he above

18. Rank the following according to their level of importance to you (1 = most important, 14 = least
important). The following percentages represent those who responded with a 1, 2 or 3 for each option,
indicating a high level of importance.

(59.5%) Clear water (23.1%) Sandy bottom

(10.7%) Moderate amount of aquatic plant growth  (18.4%) Natural shorelines

(4.7%) Little or no aquatic plant growth (40.1%) Peace & tranquility

(10.4%) Large fish (25.8%) Reduced boat traffic & congestion

(20.7%) Abundant fish (31.4%) Overall, ecosystem health

(21.4%) Presence of wildlife/habitat (2.0%) Tourism/Business

(10.4%) Law enforcement (5.0%) Other

(Frequent responses for fiothero: Need better | ake acc
sell fuel; ability to use lake without excess restrictions; need to ban PWCs; need to limit motor size
on lake)

19.How have the following changed since Unitsaré wpercent ved on o
BETTER SAME WORSE

Water clarity: 17.7 30.4 37.1

Fish size: 23 34.1 27.4

Fish abundance: 3.0 28.4 34.4

Nui sance fiweedo d6dbdwt h: 27.4 38.5



Aquatic plant habitat: 7.4 375 24.7

Algae growth: 9.0 27.8 40.1
Floating plant debris: 10.4 30.8 39.8
Boat traffic: 7.0 25.8 50.8
Personal watercraft traffic: 3.7 15.4 62.9
Peace & tranquility: 4.3 3.4 41.1
Fishing pressure: 3.7 39.5 18.1
Natural shorelines: 13.7 38.1 20.7
Muckiness of lake bottom: 4.3 39.8 29.1
Lake-level fluctuations: 4.7 57.2 9.0

Rule compliance/enforcement: 11.0 43.1 17.7

. On summer WEEKENDS, how crowded do you generally feel when you are on Lake Ripley?
(5.4%) Not crowded (18.4%) Slightly crowded (41.5%) Moderately crowded
(20.7%) Extremely crowded (14%) No Response

. On summer WEEKDAYS, how crowded do you generally feel when you are on Lake Ripley?
(61.5%) Not crowded (14.0%) Slightly crowded (8.0%) Moderately crowded
(1.7%) Extremely crowded (14.7%) No Response

. Do you feel that there is an adequate law enforcement presence on Lake Ripley?
(56.2%) Yes (27.4%) No (16.4%) No Response

. What is your opinion regarding the use and regulation of personal watercraft (e.g. jet skis) on Lake
Ripley? Check all that apply.
(8.7%) They cause little or no problems
(32.8%) They should be treated the same as other motor boats
(51.5%) They are too noisy
(39.8%) They are too dangerous
(30.1%) They are too polluting/environmentally destructive
(43.5%) They should be more strictly regulated
(35.8%) They should be banned

.Would you be in favomowakedaptinnoe & gaiidlthepuipaseat i ons for
promoting safety and protecting sensitive habitat areas on Lake Ripley?
(58.2%) Yes (30.1%) No (11.7%) No Response

. Do you see a need for more pier regulation on Lake Ripley?
(18.4%) Yes (64.2%) No (17.4%) No Response

. What is your opinion regarding lake-use regulations on Lake Ripley in general?
(7.4%) Over regulated (23.7%) Under regulated (53.5%) Sufficiently regulated
(15.4%) No Response

. How much does each of the following negatively impact your use or enjoyment of Lake Ripley (1 =
biggest problem, 16 = smallest problem)? The following percentages represent those who responded
with a 1, 2 or 3 for each option, indicating a high level of importance.

(22.1%) Nuisance algae growth

(29.8%) Poor water clarity

(19.7%) Excessive weed growth

(18.7%) Floating plant debris

(11.0%) Small fish size

(10.4%) Loss of wildlife habitat (e.g. shoreline & aquatic vegetation)
(10.7%) Small fish quantity

(8.7%) Shoreline development

(1.0%) Lake-level too high

(34.4%) Boat traffic/congestion



(2.0%) Lake-level too low
(27.8%) Noise

(2.3%) Too many fisherman
(12.7%) Lack of rule compliance/enforcement
(4.0%) Too many boating restrictions
(11.0%) Other
(Frequent responses for fAothero: Not enough access fo

28. What do you feel are the top three factors that contribute to problems on Lake Ripely? List the
letters of your top three choices. Units are in percent.

1st 2nd 3rd
A. Fertilizer/pesticide use 16.4 12.7 10.0
B. Construction site erosion/runoff 4.0 8.4 7.0
C. Farm field erosion & runoff 9.7 11.7 10.0
D. Shoreline/stream bank erosion 3.7 4.0 7.0
E. Motor boat & jet ski traffic 27.4 12.4 10.0
F. Inadequate law enforcement 2.3 5.0 3.0
G. Lake-level fluctuations 1.3 1.7 1.0
H. Shoreline development pressures 4.3 8.4 5.0
I.  Fishing pressure 2.3 1.3 1.3
J. Ineffective LRMD/LRPLP efforts 2.3 1.7 54
K. Wetland/wildlife habitat destruction 5.4 9.0 9.7
L. Other 1.3 0.3 1.3

Rankings after adding percentages across all three ranking categories: 1% E 2 A 3" C

29. Do you feel that you have a voice in decision-making matters regarding the management of Lake
Ripley?
(44.8%) Yes (38.5%) No (16.7%) No Response

30. What is the best way for the Lake Ripley Management District to communicate with its members
(Please rank: 1 =most effective, 6 = least effective)? The following percentages represent those who
responded with a 1 or 2 for each option, indicating a high level of importance.

(20.1%) Public meetings (55.2%) Special mailers

(67.9%) Newsletters (35.1%) Local newspaper articles

(7.7%) Local cable TV (1.7%) Other

(Frequent response for fAothero: Personal contact via

31. Do you feel that you are adequately informed of lake-management decisions? If not, what should be
done to facilitate better communication?
(60.9%) Yes (24.7%) No (14.4%) No Response

32. What do you think is the most negative aspect of Lake Ripley or its management?
(Frequent comments: Forcing people who don6ét use the | ake to
cutting; too much boat/PWC traffic; not enough public access to shoreline for those without lake rights; boat
motors are too large; apathy; lack of communication; not enough law enforcement; too many regulations;
worsening water quality conditions; LRMD board does whatever it wants without asking residents)

33. What do you think is the most positive aspect of Lake Ripley or its management?
(Frequent comments: LRMD board is active and concerned about the lake; good communication with
local residents; efforts being taken; doing a great job; existence of LRMD; this survey; purchase of wetlands;
concerned and caring management; weed control; natural beauty of the lake and surrounding area; no wake
times; protection of water quality)

34. Indicate in order of importance the entities you think should be responsible for managing Lake
Ripley. List the letters of your first three ch?ices. Units aredin percent.

17 2"
A. Federal government 0.7 0.3 3.0

rd

w



B. WDNR 171 14.0 194
C. Jefferson County 2.3 6.0 14.7
D. Oakland Township 7.7 13.7 17.1
E. Lake management district 38.8 24.4 8.4
F. Lake residents 21.4 16.7 10.7
G. General public (user fees) 1.7 5.0 7.4
H. Other 0.3 0.7 1.0

Rankings after adding percentages across all three ranking categories: 1% E 2" B 3" E

. Indicate in order of importance the entities that should be responsible for financing the protection
and management of Lake Ripley. List the letters of your first three choices. Units are in percent.
st

1 2nd 3rd
A. Federal Government 8.7 5.4 5.4
E. Lake management district 16.1 12.4 8.7
B. WDNR 31.8 8.7 13.4
F. Lake residents 8.4 9.4 10.4
C. Jefferson County 3.7 18.4 134
G. General public (user fees) 11.7 10.7 13.7
D. Oakland Township 7.7 13.7 17.1
H. Other 0.0 0.3 1.0

Rankings after adding percentages across all three ranking categories: 1B 2" D 3“E

. Do you have other concerns or questions that were not addressed in this survey?
(Most respondents reiterated points made in questions #32 and 33)
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Scoring Sheet for Landowner Cost Sharing

Date: Names of Scorers:

Landowner:
Site Address:

ProjectScope

PreBid Cost Estimate:

Point categories: 2 =Yes
1 = Marginal/Questionable POINTS
0 =No (20 possible)

Is the projecturrently listed asin eligible approvedractice?

Will the project address active soil erosion?

Will the project collect, filter or infiltrate storm runoff?

Will the project help protect or enhance habitat quality?

Will the project serve a public, lake managemretated education benefit?
Will the project protect or improve ground/surface water quality?

Is the projectosteffectivein terms of its scope and scale _

Does the project advance a recommendation from an approved management plan?

Is the project needed topa&r a prior cosshare effort due to circumstances
beyond the control and contractual obligations of the landowner?
Are there unique aspects about the project that increase its strategic importance?
Specify:

TOTAL SCORE:

~ ~

Recommendation to Board: | Approve | Deny

NOTES: Projectshallscore a minimum of eight (8) poiriisfore they are brought before the full
Board Final approvals are subj to funding availability and the completion of any landowner
permitting or contractual obligations. The cesdtare rate is 50% for akligible practices.



Eligible Practices

Eligible Conservation Practices

Minimum Standards

Conservation easements

Wetland and riparian properties; terms and
conditions effective in perpetuity

Shoreline/stream bank/ditch bank protection
(i.e., bank shaping, rock riprap, bioengineering, cattle
fencing)

Clear evidence of soil erosion or risk of bank
failure; 30 ft. forshorelines; NRCS technical
standards

Shoreline plantings

1,000 sq. ft. planting area; 20 average
planting depth from shore; shrub and
herbaceous layers; LMRBpproved native
species and planting densities

Aquatic plant reestablishment

50 sq. ft.;,LRMD-approved native species an
planting densities

Nearshore treedrops

Tree must be dead, diseased, pose an obviq
safety/property hazard, or be recommended
removal by a certified forester

Building site runoff controls
(i.e., rain gardens, raimarrels, infiltration basins,
removal of wateimpervious surfaces)

Rain garden: 100 sq. ft.; meets approved
design standards (DNR Publication PAWNBT-
776 2003)

Drainage ditch closure

[Contact U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for
possible grant assistance]

Public informational signage
(i.e., lake rule postings, watershed signs, signage for
demonstration sites)

Must be visible from publicly accessible areg
content of signage must advance LRMD goa

Wetland and prairie restorations
(i.e., native planting/seng, invasive species control)

0.5 acre

Terraces

NRCS technical standards

Tree and shrub establishment

10 acres; approved plan by DNR forester

Grassed waterways

NRCS Technical standards

Well closure

Completed by certified well driller; drilling
logs sibmitted to DNR

Storm drain inlet protection

WDNR #1060 Conservation Practice Stands

Nutrient/pesticide management planning

[Refer landowner to Jefferson County Land
Water Conservation Department for higher
costshare rate]

Agricultural riparian buiers

[Refer landowner to Jefferson County Land
Water Conservation Department or NRCS fg
participation in CREP]

Barnyard runoff control system

[Refer landowner to Jefferson County Land
Water Conservation Department]

Manure storage system

[Refer landavner to EQIP]

Conservation farming practices
(i.e., contour stripcropping, reduced tillage)

[Refer landowner to Jefferson County Land
Water Conservation Departmeintflat rate per
acre up to maximum acreage




Guidance for Landowner CostShare Participation

. Landowner notifies LRMD of project intentions, and requests eligibility review and funding
consideration.

. Lake Manager performs preliminary site inspection and discusses project with the landowner
(i.e., scope, options, ceshare eligibility, pemit requirements, proje@pproval and cost
sharing procedures, etc.)

. Lake Manager schedules and notices subcommittee meeting to evaluate and score the project
using established ranking criteria. Landowner is contacted and invited to attend the meeting
when scheduled.

. Subcommittee meets to score the project. Project must: 1) involve eligible practices, 2) meet
applicable design standards, and 3) rank high enough to be recommended to the full Board for
funding consideration. Lake Manager provides teiradvice and rough cost estimates, and
records minutes.

. LRMD Board reviews the recommendations of the subcommittee and votes to either reject or
preliminarily approve cost sharing. Landowner must then obtain multiple contractor bids for
review prior b final Board approval. The Board may also stipulate funding conditions at this
time, including caps, special landowner obligations, or additional project requirements.

. When project is either tentatively or fully approved by the Board, landownenh@) snonths

to develop a scope of work, obtain multiple cost estimates based on required design
specifications, and sign a cestiare agreement. The Lake Manager can assist the landowner in
satisfying these requirements. Gehkare contracts shall beadkrecorded if costs are

estimated to exceed $1,000.

. Upon final Board approval, landowner shall obtain any necessary permits with assistance from
the Lake Manager, and hire a qualified contractor to perform the work. Whilelaost
reimbursements a@lculated based on the lowest responsible bid, landowner may select a
contractor of his or her choosing. Volunteer andimd contributions are gratefully accepted

to reduce costdut only thirdparty invoices for qualified expenses are eligible fistsharing.

. Landowner shall inform the Lake Manager when a contractor is selected so a pre
implementation meeting can be scheduled to finalize project details. The landowner must also
notify the Lake Manager at least three (3) business days in advaheestart of any work to
ensure proper oversight.

. Landowner has one (1) year following the date of a recordeeshast agreement to complete
the project. A six (6)month extension may be allowed by the Board if requested and justified
in writing.

10. Permitapplication and deerkcording fees are the responsibility of the landowner, and are not

eligible for cost sharing. A coshare agreement can be rescinded if the project is denied the
requisite permits.



11.Costshare reimbursement rates are 50%smotherwise specified. Funding is allocated on a
first-come, firstserved basis. If two or more projects find themselves competing for the same
funds, priority is given to the highest scoring projects. To help ensure adequate funding
availability, landowner is responsible for keeping the Lake Manager fully informed of project
status and anticipated timing of implementation.

12.Upon project completion, Lake Manager shall perform a final site inspection to verify that all
required specifications are mdt.the project passes inspection, the landowner will be
instructed to pay any balances owed to the contractor.

13.Landowner shall submit receipts or other probpayment documentation to the Lake
Manager for reimbursement of qualified expenses. -€l@str e gr ant s are treat
i ncomeo by d{epostinglpiR@®ses, cequiringdhe issuance of 1099 forms.

14.Landowner is legally obligated to maintain any esistred practices for the required
maintenance period specified in the contract, wiadpically ten (10) years following the
date of installation.

| have read and fully understand the above procedures and requirements as they relate to my
participation in the Lake Ri pl esharigprogragne ment D

Signature Date



Contractor Bidding Standards

1. Landowner shall be responsible for obtaining multiple bids from qualified contractors for any
projects receiving costhare grants in excess of $500.00. This appli@sy work that will be
documented by costhareeligible, thirdparty invoices.

2. Bids must reflect any applicable project plans or specifications set forth by the Lake District
(see examples on pg. 2).

3. Landowner shall make a reasonable effort timiobnot less than three (3) bids. The Lake
District Board shall have the discretion to request that the landowner seek additional bids if
deemed appropriate.

4. Landowner shall be solely responsible for soliciting contractor bids and making all hiring
decsions. Any resulting contracts are between the landowner and the bidding contractor.

5. The Lake District may facilitate the bidding process by furnishing optional contractor lists
(without endorsement), preparing any applicable technical specificatidrtsdding
documents, and by reviewing submitted bids for completeness.

6. Both the landowner and Lake District shall maintain the confidentiality of contractor bids until
the bidding process expires. Bidders may be asked to submit written cost amendramts f
scopeof-work adjustments that will allow better comparisons among competing bids.

7. All bids shall be reviewed by the Lake District Board before final-sbate authorization is
granted. The Board shall specify a eslsare amount based on witatonsiders to be the
lowest responsible bid.

8. Responsible bids are those that: (1) are received from qualified contractors; (2) meet minimum
project standards and technical specifications set forth by the Lake District; (3) propose
methods and costhat are deemed appropriate and reasonable by the Board; and (4) contain
sufficient information detailing the proposed work and associated costs.

9. Bid amounts for purposes of cost sharing may not be exceeded by more than 10% without prior
approval by the &ke District. Site conditions, property boundaries, and applicable project
specifications should be reviewed and verified by the bidder.

10. Amendments to bids are only allowed for additional implementation costs that were necessary
for the project and urmaounted for in the original bid. All proposed amendments must be
properly documented and receive prior approval by the landowner and Lake District. It is at
the Lake District Boardo6és discretion whethei
amendments.



Project-SpecificMinimum Requirements

Rain Gardens
1 Minimum 100 sq. ft. area per rain garden
1 Must utilize a soil ridge, depression or similar watentainment and infiltration feature
T Minimum 90% Wisconsin native plant species (See gtarist at
http://dnr.wi.gov/runoff/rg/RaingardenPlantList.p@fNo invasive or noxiouspecies
1 Herbaceous plants shallbein25hch or greater containers (2.
exhibit robust health at time of planting
Minimum of 5 different phnt species with at least 30% grasses and/or sedges
Average planting density of 1 herbaceous plant per every 2 square feet
Minimum 2.Ginch mulch depth throughout planting area
Design should conform to guidelines set forth in DNR PublicationNJB776 208 ( A Ra i n
Gardens: AHowr o Manual for Homeownerso; www. dnr . s
1 Project plan that meets the above criteria and includes: location map and dimensions of rain
garden; sitgpreparation method; name and quantity of each piaatiss proposed; quantity of
mulch; cost breakdown for labor and materials)

= =4 =4 -4

Lakeshore Buffers
T Minimum 1,000 sq. ft. area (not applicable if required for shorelireagppermit)
1 Minimum 20ft. average planting depth perpendicular to and along lendék®®edge (min.-8
ft. average planting depth for cesttared riprap projects approved without a standard biiffer)
does not include access paths andgxisting sand beach areas approved by the Lake District
1 Minimum 90% Wisconsin native plant species ®&&ample list at
www.botany.wisc.edu/herb/countysearch.html, or
http://luwarboretum.org/images/NativePlantsSoWis.pdp invasive or noxious species
1 Herbaceous plants shallbein2;hch or greater containers (2.
exhibit robusthealth at the time of planting
The herbaceous cover layer shall be comprised of at least 30% grasses and/or sedges
Minimum 2.Ginch mulch depth throughout planting area
Minimum number of species and planting densities shall conform to Wisconsin Biology
Technical Note 1: Shoreland Habitat (U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service;
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/dsfm/shore/documents/NRCSBioTechNote.pdf)

= =4 =4

Table 1. Shoreland Habitat Planting Densities
Woodland Wetland, Barres, Dry/Wet Prairie

Layer Min. Species Density Min. Species Density

Trees 2 0.5-5 per 100 sq. ft. 0 0-0.2 per 100 sq. ft.

Shrubs 3 1-4 per 100 sq. ft. (If clumped, 2 0.2-0.5 per 100 sq. ft. (If clumped
maintain min. 2ft. spacing) maintain min. 2ft. spacing)

Herbaceous Cover

Plant Plugs 3 25-75 plants per 100 sg. ft. (Soil 5 50-100 plants per 100 sq. ft. (Soil
must be mulched) must be mulched)

Seeding 3 Grass/sedges:-& oz. per 1,000 5 Grass/sedges:& oz per 1,000 sq
sq. ft. Forbs: 24 oz. per 1,000 ft. Forbs: 24 oz. per 1,000 sq.
sq. ft. ft.

1 Project plan that meets the above criteria and includes: location map and dimensions of buffer;
site-preparation method; name and quantity of each plant species proposed; quantity of mulch;
cost brakdown for labor and materials



Return to:

Lake Ripley Management District
N4450 County Hwy
Cambridge, WI 53523

Tax Key No.: __ - - -




NOTICE OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
AGREEMENT AND CONSERVATION EASEMENT

This is aNotice of an Agreement and a Conservation
Easement under Wis. Stat. § 700.40 and is not a
conveyance under Wis. Stat. § 77.21(1) and is not subject to
transfer return or fee pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § TAX
15.

Notice is given that the undersigned:

(hereinafter ALandowneemgnaéan®i sheicakéhBrpiaenf Mana
corporation formed under Chapter 33, Wisconsin Statutes have entered into a Soil and Water Conservation
Agreement and in order to effectuate the purposes of that Agreement, the Landowner herebytgeants to

District a conservation easement pursuant to Section 700.40 of the Wisconsin Statutes all as set forth herein.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, Landowner is the owner in fee simple of certain real property in Jefferson County,
Wisconsin, which is more particulg described in Exhibit A attached hereto (hereinafter the "Property"); and

WHEREAS, the District was created for the protection and rehabilitation of Lake Ripley and its
watershed; and

WHEREAS, the Landowner and District have entered into a SoiMsater Conservation Agreement

No. _ _ _ _ _ _ dated _ ___ (the AAgreemento),
practices on the Property, which is in the vicinity of Lake Ripley, in order to mitigate soil erosion, control
sourcesofpollug r unoff, i mprove Lake Ripleyds water qual’

values of great importance to the District; and

WHEREAS, the District and the Landowner desire, intend and have the common purpose of ensuring
that the conservatigoractices specified in the Agreement are carried out and that the Property is managed in
a manner consistent with the Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the common law of the State of Wisconsin and the Uniform Conservation Easement Act,
Section 700.40 of the Wisasin Statutes, provide for the creation and conveyance of conservation easements
which impose restrictions on real property for purposes that include protecting natural resources and
maintaining or enhancing water quality.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideratio of the payment of costharing funds by the District to the
Landowner and the mutual terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement:

1. Landowner hereby voluntarily grants and conveys to the District a holder's interest in a Conservation



Easement ovahe Property for a term expiring ten (10) years from the -deearding date of this
document, pursuant to the Uniform Conservation Easement Act, Section 700.40 of the Wisconsin
Statutes, with terms and conditions set out herein.

In furtherance oftte foregoing, the Landowner makes the following covenants, running with and
binding the Property for the term of this Grant.

@) Landowner hereby covenants to and agrees to undertake, operate and maintain
conservation
practices on the Property in accanda with the terms, conditions, design specifications,
timetables and restrictions as provided in the Agreement

(b) Landowner shall not undertake or authorize any activity on or use of the Property that
may
reduce or impair the effectiveness of the covestion practices specified in the Agreement.

(c) Without limiting the foregoing, the following activities and uses are expressly
prohibited:

The Landowner hereby grants the District the following rights:

@) To access the Property to confirm that the conservation practices specified in the
Agreement
have been installed, maintained and operated consigittnthe Agreement and to otherwise
determine compliance with this Grant and the Agreement.

(b) To enforce the terms of this Grant and the Agreement through actions in law or in
equity in
accordance with Wis. Stat. § 700.40 and other applicable laws.

General Terms and Conditions.

A. Recording. The District shall record this instrument with the Register of Deeds for
Jefferson
County, Wisconsin, and may-record it at any time as may be required to preserve its rights
herein.
B. Severability. If any provision of this Grant or the application thefréo any person or

circumstance is found to be invalid, the remainder of theigioms of this Grant, or the
application of such provision to persons or circumstances other than those as to which it is
found to be invalid, as the case may be, shall not be affected thereby.

C. Representation of Authority.
1. The undersigned, , represents that he/she is an

authorized agent of the Lake Ripley Management District, and that he/she has
been authorized to execute this Grant by the District Board of Commissioners at




a duly convened meeting on the day of , 20

2. The undersigned,

represent(s) that he/she or they are all of

the owners of the Property, and have read and understand this Grant and the Agreement,
have entered into them voluntarily, and have full atitih to execute this Grant and the
Agreement.

D. Successors and AssignsThe covenants, terms, conditions, and restrictions of this
Grant shall
be binding upon, and inure to the benefit of the Landowner, his or her personal representatives,
heirs, secessors, and assigns, and shall continue as a servitude running with the Property
during the term of this instrument.

E. Interpretation. Any general rule of construction to the contrary notwithstanding, this
Grant
shall be liberally construed in favof the Grant to effectuate its purposes and the policy and
purpose of the Wisconsin Conservation Easement Act. If any provision in this instrument is
found to be ambiguous, an inpeetation consistent with the purpose of this Grant that would
renderthe provision valid shall be favored over any interpretation that would render it invalid.

F. Notices. Any notice, demand, request, consent, approval, or comntiomc¢hat either
party
desires or is required to give to the other shall be inngrandeither served personally or sent
by first class mail, postage prepaid, addressed as follows:

To Landowner: To Lake District:

N4450 County Rd. A
Cambridge, WI 53523

or to such other address asy/garty from time to time shall designate by written notice to the others.

G: Property. The property subject to thidotice of Soil and Water Conservation Agreement and
Conservation Easemeistis not[strike one] homestead property.




day of

IN WITNESS TH EREOF, theundersigned Landowner(s) has/have executed this document this
LANDOWNER(S):
(Signature) (Signature)
(Print Name) (Print Name)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
STATE OF WISCONSIN )
COUNTY Of JEFFERSON § >
Personally appeared before me this day of

(Landowner), to me known to be the person who executed the forddoiicg of Soil and
Water Conservation Agreement and Conservation Easeandracknowledged the same.

(Print Name)

Notary Public, State of Wisconsin
My commission expires:

STATE OF WISCONSIN )
) Ss.
COUNTY Of JEFFERSON )

Personally appeared before me this day of
(Landowner), to me known to be the person who executed the foregoiing of Soil and
Water Conservation Agreement and Conservation Easeandracknowledged the same.

(Print Name)

Notary Public, State of Wisconsin
My commission expires:




ACCEPTANCE

The District, by hereby accepts tiNstice of Soil and Water Conservation Agreement and Conservation
Easemenas set forth herein.

LAKE RIPLEY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

By:
Printed Name:
Authorized Agent of Lake Ripley Management District
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
STATE OF WISCONSIN )
) ss.
COUNTY Of JEFFERSON )
Personallyappeared before me this day of , , Paul Dearlove, to me

known to be the Lake Manager of the LAKE RIPLEY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT who executed the foreoitge
of Soil and Water Conservation Agreement and Conservation Easanteatknowledged thatich acceptance is with
the authority of the Board of Directors of said municipal corporation.

(Print Name)

Notary Public, State of Wisconsin
My commission expires:

This document was drafted by
Attorney William Ray O'Connor
25 W. Main St., Ste. 801
Madison, WI 53703




SOIL AND WATER CONSE RVATION AGREEMENT
NO.

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT INFORMATION

NAME OF GOVERNMENTAL UNIT TELEPHONE NUMBER
Lake Ripley Management District 6084234537

ADDRESS CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE
N4450 CTH A CambridgeWI 53523

NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Paul D. Dearlove, Project Manager

LANDOWNER /GRANT RECIPIENT INFORMATION

NAME OF LANDOWNER(S) (Individual, Government Unit, Corporation, Trust, Estate,

Partnership, Homeowner ds Associati on)
MAILING ADDRESS SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER(S)*
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE TELEPHONE NUMBER

ADDRESS OF PROJECT SITE

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

* The Lake Ripley Management District is required by the Internal Revenue Service to submit a 1099G for tax filing pafposesion
regarding income tax issues can be obtainedat.irs.govor the IRS hotline #-800-829-1040.

RECORDING DATA (if applicable)

Conservation Easement and Notice of Agreement recorded on in the
Jefferson County Register of Deedsd of fi



http://www.irs.gov/

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into on this day of , by
and between

(hereinafter ALandowner 0) and clLtak)e, Ra pnhuenyi cMapnaal

formed under Chapter 33, Wisconsin Statutes.

WHEREAS, Landowner is the owner in fee simple of certain real property in Jefferson
County, Wisconsin (hereinafter the "Property"), more particularly described by the folllmgelg
description:

WHEREAS, the District was created for the purpose of undertaking prodartise
protection and rehabilitation of Lake Ripley, and has established a Soil and Water Conservation
Program aimed at managing the discharge of runoff and sedimentation into Lake Ripley and its
tributary streams, improving habitat, and protecting waatity; and

WHEREAS, the District and the Landowner desire, intend and have the common purpose of
implementing certain management practices on the Property as specified in this Agreement (the
AProjecto) in order t o mofpolutedumff, snprové waterqoadity, o n
restore fish and wildlife habitat, and/or enhance other conservation values of great importance to the
District.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of payment by the District of esisaring funds as
provided inthe Practices, Estimated Costs and Installation Schedule attached hereto as Addendum 1

and the mutual covenants, terms and conditions herein, the Landowner agrees to install, maintain and

operate the practices listed in Addendum 1 in accordance withrthg, teonditions and requirements
set forth below:

l. LANDOWNER RESPONSIBILITIES

1. The Landowner shall implement, operate and maintain the conservation practices listed in
Addendum 1 consistently with the plans, design specifications and timetables referenced
incorporated as part of this Agreement. Contracts for labor and materials shall be awarded to
the lowest responsible bidder or as otherwise approved by the District.

2. Prior to seeking costhare reimbursement from the District, the Landowner shalérakik
payments for which the Landowner is obligated under this Agreement. Proof of payment, as
applicable, for thireparty services, supplies, and practices performed or installed pursuant to
this Agreement shall be in the form of receipts, cancelledkshec invoices signed and dated
as being paid in full.

3. Landowner shall maintain the cestared management practices under this Agreement for not

(

|l ess than ten (10) vyears following the certi

unless othrwise stated.

4. Upon the execution of this Agreement, Landowner shall execute a Notice of Soil and Water
Conservation Agreement and Conservation Easement in a form approved by the District in
order to provide a public notice of this agreement and to sdoei@bligations of the
Landowner and its successors in interest.



5. Landowner shall immediately repay cestare funds to the District upon failure to operate and
maintain the cosshared practice according to this Agreement. Repayment e$ltast funds
shall not be required if the Project is rendered ineffective during the Maintenance Period due to
circumstances beyond the control of the Landowner.

6. Landowner hereby understands and agrees:

a. To notify the District at least three (3) days prior to thet sthany costshared work.

b. To comply with the performance standards, prohibitions, technical standards and
practices necessary to meet the requirements under this Agreement.

c. Not to discriminate against contractors because of age, race, religionheoldicap,
gender, physical condition, developmental disability, or national origin, in the
performance of responsibilities under this Agreement.

d. To allow the District access to the Property, upon reasonable notice to the Landowner,
to verify Project in&llation, operation and maintenance.

e. To refrain, during the Maintenance Period, from any actions that may reduce or impair
the effectiveness of the cesthared practices, and to follow any required operation and
maintenance plans.

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES

1. The District agrees to provide assistance during the design, permitting, bidding, construction,
and installation of the Project according to applicable technical standards.

2. The District shall comply with required reimbursement procedures tadsetimely cost
share payments to the Landowner, including the submission of any appropriate certification
forms documenting that ceshared practices have been properly installed and paid for in
accordance with this Agreement.

3. The District reservethe right to stop work or withhold ceshare payments if it is found that

the Landowner, grant recipient, or contractor in their employ has violated a local, state or
federal law or permit condition, or in any way breached this Agreement.

4. The District shll retain all Agreementelated documents regarding operation and maintenance,

proof of certification of design and installation, change orders, receipts and payments, and other
referenced materials for a minimum of three (3) years after the finaslergt payment to the
Landowner, or for the duration of the Maintenance Period, whichever is longer. Payment
records shall provide proof of payment in full for all eskaired practices installed.

5. If the costshare payments under this Agreement are astidito exceed $1,000, the District

shall record a Conservation Easement and Not
interest under the Agreement. Upon recording, this Agreement constitutes a covenant running



with the land, and is binding on s@ogient owners, heirs, executors, administrators, successors,
trustees, assigns, and users of the land for the period set forth in Addendum 1.

II. GENERAL CONDITIONS

1. Costshare funds shall be paid by the District to the Landowner, in the amounts specified in
Addendum 1, within 30 days following verification that (i) the esisared Project was
completed in accordance with this Agreement and any applicable technical standards, and (ii)
the Landowner has made all payments for which the Landowner is respamsiblethe
Agreement. The amounts set foftih each phase of the Project listed in Addendum 1 to this
Agreement are estimates only. Gebkare reimbursement shall be based on eligible and
approved expenditures paid for and substantiated byphanty invoices and receipts. Cest
share reimbursement is conditioned on proof, in a form satisfactory to the District, of the
Landowner ds best efforts to obtain not | ess

2. This Agreement is effective as of the date first written above thrihegend date of all
operation and maintenance periods specified herein.

3. The Project shall be completed within one (1) year of the date of this Agreement, unless an
extension is applied for and approved in writing by the District.

4. This Agreement may be @anded prior to expiration by written agreement of the parties. The
District Board of Commissioners must approve in writing any material changes in Project
scope, estimated completion date, or estimated cost.

5. The Districtoés obl ingataircen s onndelrg etniti su ploor d enr
all required local, state and federal permit approvals for the activities described in Addendum 1.

6. This Agreement shall be considered void if, prior to project completion, the District determines
that dueto a material change in circumstances, the proposed Project will n@ffaadively
serve its intended function.

7. Reimbursement shall be calculated according to the approvedhaostrate specified in
Addendum 1, and based on the lowest responsitilesbeived for the Project.

8. The District will report the payment of cost share funds under this Agreement to the Internal
Revenue Service and the Wisconsin Department of Revenue as required by law. The
Landowner acknowledges that cgsiare funds paid psuant to this Agreement may be subject
to state and/or federal income taxes, and that the Landowner is responsible for the reporting of
such income and payment of any such taxes.

IN WITNESS THEREOF,

Landowner Signature Date District Representative Signature Date

Landowner Signature Date



Addendum 17 Practices, Estimated Costs, and Installation Schedule

The parties agree to the practics, specifications, estimated costs, estimated ca$tare amounts,

and installation schedule set forth below.

CSA Number:

Est. Installation Period:

From (MM/YY)

Applicable Technicg

To (MM/YY) Standard(s):
(OR WITHIN 1 YEAR FOLLOWING DEEDRECORDING OF
THIS CONTRACT)
hared Est Est. Cost | Est. Year
Cost-Shared Practice Iy Share to be
She . . unit | Est. Total | Cost
Description Quantity | Unit Cost Cost | Share Amount | Installed
Rate

50%




