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Shore erosion and degraded woodland motivate care-
takers of the camp to approach Lake District for help.
Permits and grants from Wisconsin DNR and Jefferson
County are obtained, allowing restoration to proceed.

Erosion matting is used on steep slopes to shield bare
soils and prevent new plantings from washing away
during rain storms.
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61,000 sq. ft. of shorelands are targeted for invasive
brush control, selective tree thinning, a prescribed
woodland burn, and native understory plantings.

Glacial boulders are anchored into the 870-ft. shore-
line, providing long-term erosion control on this ex-
posed peninsula.
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A variety of bulrushes are planted in the water in front
of the recently-installed rock. At maturity, they will
poke above the water surface. Temporary snow
fencing protects the shallow-water plantings from
waves and animal grazing.
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A great blue heron finds a quiet perch to hunt for small
fish along the beautifully restored shoreline.
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Aquatic Plants Reveal Clues About Lake Ripley
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What can plants tell us?

any of us look at Lake Ripley and think about
M catching fish, enjoying a cool swim, or head-
ing out for a relaxing boat ride. But how many of
us actually think about w
growing on the lake bottom? Beyond snagging £
fishing lures, tangling around boat motors and
grossing out squeamish swimmers, aquatic plants
play an important and often unappreciated role
in keeping the lake clean and ecologically thriv-
ing. Plants represent both a shallow and narrow ribbon of life fi growing only to about 15 -
foot water depths (Lake Ripley is 44 feet at its deepest) fi but serve as the very foundation
of the entire ecosystem. Continued >>

o

A type of water lily called spatterdock (Nuphar variegata)
growing in Lake Ripleyds South

ot

Bay.



