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                                    ince the creation of the Lake Ripley Management District 20 years ago, our  
       mission has been the protection and preservation of Lake Ripley.  We had dis-
cussed forming a Lake District for a few years with tepid response from residents until 
we were faced with the invasion of  Eurasian water milfoil.  This non-native aquatic 
weed invaded the lake so aggressively that it was almost impossible to back a boat off 
a pier without killing the engine.  The situation prompted a group of concerned residents to band to-

gether, raise funds to purchase a weed harvester, and donate their time to help clean up the lake.  

 
That summer and the following winter the Lake District was created.  Not everyone was excited about 

the formation of a new unit of government with the ability to tax.  There were concerns that we would 

tax to the maximum allowable mill rate (2.5 mil), just because we could.  Over the years we have made 

every effort to be fiscally responsible, never proposing a mill rate over 0.5 mil, while being true to our 

mission of protecting and preserving the lake.  While we continue to actively manage the milfoil prob-

lem, we have indentified and are trying to deal with other threats to our lake.  
 
With the creative and aggressive use of grants, we have addressed shoreline erosion, protected the 

inlet to the lake, and dealt with the arrival of new and troublesome invasive species.  We have tried to 

stay on the cutting edge of new management approaches and technologies, and have collected impor-

tant data about the lake to help guide us in our mission.   
In this issue of Ripples, you will find our proposed 2012 budget that will be presented at the Annual 

Meeting on August 27th.  Please take the time to review it and try to attend the budget hearing and 
Annual Meeting.  You will note that the proposed 2012 budget holds spending slightly below 2011 lev-

els.  This was not easy and included cut backs in some areas.  I would like to thank the Lake District 

Board, our Lake Manager and part-time employees for all their hard work, and especially our small 
group of volunteers who donate their time to make Lake Ripley the special place that we all know it is.  

 
 

 
     

  
 

 
 

 
 

                                       John Molinaro, Chair  
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What can plants tell us?  
 

         any of us look at Lake Ripley and think about  

         catching fish, enjoying a cool swim, or head-

ing out for a relaxing boat ride.  But how many of 

us actually think about whatõs growing or not 

growing on the lake bottom?  Beyond snagging 

fishing lures, tangling around boat motors and 

grossing out squeamish swimmers, aquatic plants 

play an important and often unappreciated role 

in keeping the lake clean and ecologically thriv-

ing.  Plants represent both a shallow and narrow ribbon of life ñgrowing only to about 15 -

foot water depths (Lake Ripley is 44 feet at its deepest) ñbut serve as the very foundation 

of the entire ecosystem.                                                                           Continued >>     

A type of water lily called spatterdock (Nuphar variegata) 
growing in Lake Ripleyôs South Bay.   
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Shore erosion and degraded woodland motivate care-
takers of the camp to approach Lake District for help.  
Permits and grants from Wisconsin DNR and Jefferson 
County are obtained, allowing restoration to proceed. 

Glacial boulders are anchored into the 870-ft. shore-
line, providing long-term erosion control on this ex-
posed peninsula.   

61,000 sq. ft. of shorelands are targeted for invasive 
brush control, selective tree thinning, a prescribed 
woodland burn, and native understory plantings. 

Erosion matting is used on steep slopes to shield bare 
soils and prevent new plantings from washing away 
during rain storms. 

A variety of bulrushes are planted in the water in front 
of the recently-installed rock.  At maturity, they will 
poke above the water surface.  Temporary snow 
fencing protects the shallow-water plantings from 
waves and animal grazing.   

A great blue heron finds a quiet perch to hunt for small 
fish along the beautifully restored shoreline. 
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