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Pontoon Classroom Updates

Last year we hosted the first pontoon classroom
which allowed students from the Cambridge
High School to participate in hands on learning
activities that focused on watershed monitoring

and management. Students found it a great Vol.23,No. 2 Summer 2016
learning experience and a peek into a world not e
often thought of when on the water. IE)AKE DIETRICST }q& FROM THE HELM
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ing this half day event. fipley@oaklandtown.com daily newspaper articles about the lack of er_lforcement by
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We would like to provide this opportunity to stu- % imposed by the Wisconsin Legislature. Open positions are
dents again this year. We are looking to form a = - at an all time high and the DNR Secretary is refusing to hire
pontoon fleet of 4 -5 boats who would be willing replacements, until the long, long awaited reorganization is
to volunteer their time and use of their boat. If BOARD OF completed. The Legislature has passed a record number of
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(608) 423-3319 Jefferson County had more shoreland zoning violations in one month, than it had all
Georgia Gomez -Ibanez last year. Lake Ripley is not much different. Not all the violations on our lake are in-
Commissioner tentional disregard for the health of the lake. Some have been honest mistakes and
(608) 423-9898 have been fixed when pointed out. But, the result of these violations are the same,
Craig Kempel damage to the lake.
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shore owners have the most to gain by a healthy lake and the most to lose by a dy-
ing lake.
LAKE MANAGER
. We now face an even greater challenge. The Wisconsin Legislature has ordered the
(608) 423-4537 DNR to sell 10,000 acres of land owned by the State. The 40.17 acres of wetlands pro-
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Invasive Species Efforts

Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol Project

This spring, LRMD partnered with the DNR, Friends
of the Glacial Heritage Area, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Severson Learning Center, and the Cam-
bridge School District to help control populations

of purple loosestrife throughout Jefferson County.

Purple loosestrife is an invasive plant that can
take over wetland areas. To help maintain wet-
land plant diversity and wildlife habitat, efforts to
control purple loosestrife were developed by the
DNR and are implemented statewide. One way
to manage purple loosestrife populations is
through the introduction of purple loosestrife bee-
tles to wetlands with plant invasions.

These beetles, which only eat purple loosestrife
leaves, can defoliate and eventually Kill the
plants. This allows native plants an opportunity to
out -compete the purple loosestrife.

Early this spring 30 purple loosestrife plants were
dug from wetland areas around Red Cedar Lake
with the help from the Cambridge High School
horticulture class. Plants were potted, placed in
pools to mimic wetland conditions, netted, and
allowed to grow big and tall at the Severson
Learning Center. This allowed visitors and students
to learn about purple loosestrife and the control
efforts underway.

Volunteers cared for these plants as they grew big
and lush enough to support our purple loosestrife
attack force 0 the purple loosestrife beetles.

When our potted plants were ready, the DNR sent
300 beetles! - and we placed 10 beetles on each
plant. There the beetles ate and reproduced.
Over a period of four weeks, the beetle popula-
tions grew to possibly 100 ¢ 500 beetles per plant!
By early July the plants were eaten up enough

that they were no longer able to provide ade-

guate food to the beetles.
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We then loaded the plants into canoes for place-
ment in the wetlands of Red Cedar Lake where
there were purple loosestrife infestations. Potted
plants were placed next to stands of purple loose-
strife and their nets removed. This allowed the
beetles to move freely from their host plant to ex-
isting plants nearby. Remaining plants were
placed in a small wetland on Lake Ripley and dis-
tributed to other areas in Jefferson County. Over
time, beetles will inhibit the growth of purple
loosestrife and allow for native plantstore -
establish in those areas.

This collaborative effort allowed for plants to be
placed on Lake Ripley, Red Cedar Lake, Rome
Pond, with extra plants and beetles returned to
the DNR for other areas of the state. (cont. to pg.
7)

Students help to collect plants
from Red Cedar Lake .

Plants are potted and reared in
pools to simulate wetland con-
ditions. Nets are put on before
plants grow tall to keep other
insect predators out and purple
loosestrife beetles in!
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(Cont from pg. 2)
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Beetles are separated into
groups of 10 and placed on
each plant.

Information is shared with visi-
tors and students at Severson
Learning Center.

Partners to help deploy the
beetles to local areas.

Beetles placed in wetlands
with purple loosestrife. Happy
Munching!

If you know of purple loosestrife in wetland areas
around Lake Ripley, please let us know. We can
include those areas in future control efforts. This
is a great project for youth groups to consider.
The DNR has numerous educational activities to
enhance the project.

This collaborative effort brought several entities
together to help improve area wetlands. We
graciously thank all those involved for their time,
efforts and promotion of this project.

Stories shared about Lake Ripley

Nancy C. Hook stopped by the district office re-
sponding to an earlier request for Lake Ripley
stories. One of her fondest memories dating
back to 1946, starts on a gray and drizzly day
when she and Sandra Johnston Anderson were
trying diligently to catch a carp which stayed
under Sandra's parents (Ray Johnston) pier.

Nancy and Sandra thought it would be easy to
catch large carp in the rain. They tried for what
seemed like a long time to lure him away, but
they never succeeded.

On rainy days when Nancy is back in the area,
she is reminded of the illusive carp and the
hopes that she and Sandy had in catching it.
She remembers how persistent they were and
the fun they had in their pursuit.

Lake Ripley is a past and future treasure for local
property owners and visitors alike. We thank all
those who have worked to protect and en-

hance our lake through various ways. Those ef-
forts preserve the memories that were formed
here, as well as protect the lake for future mem-
ory-making.

If you have a Lake Ripley story you would like to
share, please let us know. Pictures are always
helpful and welcome when telling the story.



