
A
 R

eason
 to C

eleb
rate 

Y
our L

R
M

D
 B

oard and staff have been honored to 
serve you over the years, and w

e pledge to continue 
the w

ork that is needed to safeguard L
ake R

ipley.  B
y 

w
orking together, w

e have already m
ade rem

arkable 
progress tow

ard preserving and im
proving our quality 

of life as lake users and residents.  In fact, our pro-
gress has been routinely recognized at both the state 
and federal levels through m

ultiple lake-stew
ardship 

com
m

endations.   
 W

hile w
e take pride in our past accom

plishm
ents, 

there is m
uch w

ork that lies ahead.  T
his includes 

keeping up w
ith a host of lake-use and developm

ent 
pressures that are increasingly im

pacting L
ake R

ip-
ley.  W

e ask for your help as w
e w

ork to overcom
e 

these challenges.  W
e also thank the m

any good citi-
zens w

ithin the district w
ho actively support our m

is-
sion, and landow

ners throughout the w
atershed w

ho 
have taken action on their ow

n properties to do 
w

hat’s best for the lake.  T
he L

R
M

D
 ow

es its success 
to all of you, and that alone is a reason to celebrate.  
 

T
o learn m

ore, contact the L
ake D

istrict office or visit 
w

w
w

.lakeripley.org .  O
ur w

ebsite is a great place to 
check m

eeting dates, read m
inutes from

 past m
eet-

ings, learn about special events and volunteer oppor-
tunities, or dow

nload any num
ber of inform

ational 
brochures, studies and m

anagem
ent plans that pertain 

to L
ake R

ipley. 
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(P
lease call 423-4537 for details) 

 
E
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 D
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u
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Friday, A
pril 15th 

8:00 - 3:00 
 

T
ow

n H
all R

ain G
ard

en
 P

lantin
g 

T
hursday, June 9th 

(R
ain date: June 10th) 

9:00 - 4:30 
 

T
ow

n H
earing 

(2nd public hearing on the joint L
R

M
D

-T
ow

n com
m

ittee’s                     
proposed ordinance changes affecting L

ake R
ipley) 

O
akland T

ow
n H

all 
T

uesday, June 21st 
6:00 - 7:00 p.m

. 
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         n the 30
th anniversary of the 1972 F

ederal C
lean W

ater A
ct, then G

overnor S
cott  

        M
cC

allum
 designated 2003 as the “Y

ear of W
ater” in the S

tate of W
isconsin.  H

e 
urged citizens to act on a daily basis to becom

e better w
ater stew

ards, and to support pub-
lic policy efforts that aim

 to im
prove and sustain the quality of W

isconsin’s aquatic eco-
system

s.  H
is decree w

as m
ade in recognition that clean w

ater is a basic hum
an need and 

the basis for the health, beauty and biological diversity of our m
any w

aterw
ays.  It w

as 
further recognized that our inland surface w

aters constitute a lim
ited resource that m

ust 
be used w

isely in the interest of future generations. 
 A

cting G
overnor Jim

 D
oyle has since expanded on this im

portant 
them

e by proclaim
ing 2005 as “T

he Y
ear of L

and and W
ater 

C
onservation.”  H

is proclam
ation kicks off a year-long celebra-

tion of all the good w
ork being done around the state to preserve 

and w
isely m

anage our natural environm
ent.  W

hat better w
ay to celebrate than by look-

ing back on our successes in conservation right here on L
ake R

ipley?  It is also the ideal 
tim

e to look forw
ard as w

e continue w
orking together to ensure a better future for our 

children and grandchildren.  T
hey m

ore than anyone deserve a legacy of clean and unpol-
luted w

ater, abundant and diverse fish and w
ildlife populations, and blight-free land-

scapes that are a part of our proud W
isconsin heritage…

 not to m
ention the foundation of 

a $12 billion state tourism
 econom

y.     
 

 
 

         (C
ontinued on next page) 

  
 

         he overriding goal of the Lake R
ipley M

anagem
ent D

istrict is to protect the quality and condition  
        of Lake R

ipley.  W
e believe this goal is shared by those w

ho live on and around our beautiful 
lake, m

ainly because a safe and healthy lake is a benefit to everyone.  It not only allow
s for recrea-

tion, but m
aintains the value of our hom

es, properties and local businesses.  It also m
akes the area a 

m
ore desirable place to live.   

 Although w
e’ve tried to keep you w

ell inform
ed over the years on m

atters affecting Lake R
ipley, w

e 
recognize that there is an ever changing population surrounding the lake.  So, to refresh those of us 
w

ho have been here forever and to inform
 those of you w

ho have recently joined us, w
e have pre-

pared this special edition of R
ipples.  W

e hope it answ
ers m

any of your questions regarding w
hat w

e 
do as a Lake D

istrict and the m
any different challenges w

e face.    
 As alw

ays, w
e are thankful for your continued support.  W

e also encourage you to contact us w
ith 

your questions and concerns, and to attend our m
onthly public m

eetings to stay inform
ed on w

hat’s 
happening around the lake.  M

ost im
portantly, w

e prom
ise to keep fighting and advocating for any 

actions and policies that prom
ote a clean, healthy and safe Lake R

ipley. 
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L
ak

e D
istrict P

rim
er (con

t.)                         

L
u

re of th
e L

ak
e 

A
s property ow

ners on and 
around L

ake R
ipley, w

e share a 
com

m
on privilege to be able to 

access and enjoy a coveted public 
resource right in our ow

n back-
yard.  It is one of our regional 
landscape’s m

ost defining and prom
inent features, 

offering residents and visitors a m
ultitude of recrea-

tional opportunities.  T
he lake has draw

n settlers to 
the area since the 1800s, and it continues to serve as 
an im

portant environm
ental, recreational and eco-

nom
ic asset for the com

m
unity.   

 T
he concentration of grow

th and developm
ent around 

the lake and consistently escalating property values 
speak to its significance as one of the area’s prim

ary 
attractions.  C

onsider that despite only accounting for 
about 7%

 of the total land area in the T
ow

n of O
ak-

land, the L
ake R

ipley M
anagem

ent D
istrict contains 

the bulk of the T
ow

n’s population and represents 
about 70%

 of its total assessed valuation.  T
hese facts 

indicate that the lake represents trem
endous value and 

is deserving of proper stew
ardship.     

  T
h

e T
h

reats an
d

 W
h

at’s A
t S

tak
e 

L
ake R

ipley has survived the ages and w
eathered 

m
any changes over the course of its approxim

ately 
10,000-year history.  H

ow
ever, it w

asn’t until only 
about 150 years ago (a blink of an eye in geologic 
tim

e) w
hen conditions took a turn for the w

orse.  
S

edim
ent cores of the lake bottom

 reveal dram
atic 

declines in w
ater quality starting in the m

id-1800s, 
coinciding w

ith early settlem
ent and the advent of 

large-scale land clearing.  A
s early settlers filled 

m
arshlands and cleared oak savannahs, few

 m
easures 

w
ere put in place to m

oderate soil erosion and pol-
luted runoff.  F

ossilized sedi-
m

ent core evidence also points 
to the beginnings of intense 
algae bloom

s, prolific w
eed 

grow
th, and the decline of pol-

lution-intolerant organism
s.   

 W
hile w

e’ve m
anaged to slow

 and even reverse these 
trends in recent years, they clearly highlight the fact 
that L

ake R
ipley has a natural carrying capacity that 

m
akes it vulnerable to overuse and overdevelopm

ent.  
T

hey also help dem
onstrate that the lake is part of a 

larger ecosystem
 w

hich can be significantly altered—
for better or w

orse—
as a consequence of hum

an ac-
tivities.  T

herefore, it is our responsibility to care for 
the lake and not m

istakenly dism
iss it as a tim

eless 
and static feature in the landscape.   
 O

ngoing threats to L
ake R

ipley include overdevelop-
m

ent, soil erosion, contam
inated runoff, habitat loss, 

non-native species infestations, and grow
ing lake-use 

pressures.  M
any involve im

pacts that m
ay be diffi-

cult to recognize or m
easure on an individual and 

site-specific basis, but that m
ay have trem

endous cu-
m

ulative im
pacts.  If inappropriately addressed or left 

unm
anaged, they can lead to a gradual deterioration 

of the resource, lost recreational opportunities, in-
creased lake-rehabilitation costs, and even low

ered 
property values.  In fact, several studies—

including 
one recently conducted on D

elavan L
ake in S

outheast 
W

isconsin—
dem

onstrate a direct correlation betw
een 

a lake’s w
ater-clarity condi-

tions and both regional 
property values and eco-
nom

ic activity.  
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It w

as not until the late 
1980s w

hen these abuses culm
inated into an actual 

crisis, finally calling attention to the issues and m
oti-

vating real action.  B
y that tim

e, L
ake R

ipley had 
turned into a fertile breeding ground for nuisance al-
gae and excessive w

eed grow
th.  E

urasian w
ater m

il-
foil, a non-native lake w

eed that chokes out natural 
habitat, thrived in such conditions.  T

he aggressive 
w

eed eventually claim
ed 40%

 of the lake surface w
ith 

a nearly im
penetrable tangle of vegetation.  C

onse-
quently, the ability to access and navigate the lake 
becam

e severely im
peded, fishing suffered, and the 

lake’s aesthetic condition rapidly degenerated.   
 In 1990, the com

m
unity finally banded together and 

petitioned the county to form
 the L

ake R
ipley M

an-
agem

ent D
istrict (L

R
M

D
) under C

hapter 33 of the 
W

isconsin S
tatutes.  T

he L
R

M
D

 currently serves 
close to 1,500 landow

ners around the lake.  W
hile 

prolific w
eed grow

th w
as am

ong m
any m

otivating 
factors behind the district’s form

ation, it w
as m

erely 
a sym

ptom
 of other larger concerns.  S

uch concerns 
have since becom

e the focus of scientific study and 
ongoing m

anagem
ent attention.   

Sedim
ent plum

e on a W
isconsin lake  

A
lgae scum

 on a W
isconsin lake  

L
ak

e D
istrict P

rim
er (con

t.) 

L
ak

e D
istrict M

an
d

ates 
S

ince its inception 15 years ago, the L
R

M
D

 has 
served as an organized, local voice for area property 
ow

ners concerned w
ith m

aintaining the quality of 
L

ake R
ipley.  It operates under the guiding principle 

that every citizen is entitled to enjoy a clean and safe 
lake, along w

ith all its unique flora and fauna.  T
his 

principle is reflected in the L
R

M
D

’s m
ission to con-

duct program
s and advance policies that: (1) preserve 

or enhance the lake’s condition; and (2) ensure equi-
table and sustainable use of the resource.  
 T

he W
isconsin C

onstitution, through the public trust 
doctrine, authorizes the state to hold all natural navi-
gable w

aters in trust for the public.  T
his constitu-

tional grant of authority is intended to protect the 
public interest as it relates to com

m
ercial and recrea-

tional navigation, w
ater quality, fishing and hunting, 

sw
im

m
ing, and the enjoym

ent of natural scenic 
beauty.  R

egulations that serve the public interest 
m

ay entail obtaining perm
it review

, or m
ay lim

it or 
prohibit certain activities.  W

hile all lakes are gov-
erned by a set of m

inim
um

 state regulations, counties 
and tow

ns have the authority to enact m
ore restrictive 

standards if necessary to protect local w
ater bodies.   

 T
he L

R
M

D
 operates, in part, to advocate on behalf of 

its m
em

bers for actions and policies that benefit the 
lake and its users as a w

hole.  T
his is not an easy task.  

M
anaging a public resource that m

ust be shared by 
com

peting user groups is a balancing act that is 
w

rought w
ith contro-

versy.  It underscores 
how

 im
portant it is that 

w
e em

brace our com
-

m
on goals of fairness, 

equity and resource sus-
tainability.  B

y not ac-
cepting reasonable lim

its 
on how

 w
e individually 

use and im
pact the lake, 

w
e invite conflict and 

problem
s that m

ay oth-
erw

ise be avoided.   
 A

 T
ru

e D
em

ocracy 
A

 lake district is the only form
 of governm

ent that 
allow

s non-resident property ow
ners to have a seat at 

the table.  It is a true exam
ple of participatory dem

oc-

racy, w
ith all eligible residents and property ow

ners 
having a vote in the affairs of the district.  T

his is ac-
com

plished at an annual m
eeting w

here budgets and 
tax levies are approved by the general m

em
bership.  

O
pinion surveys and public hearings m

ay also be 
conducted to help identify citizen concerns and guide 
m

anagem
ent decisions.  H

ow
ever, w

hile the L
R

M
D

 
is able to conduct a num

ber of lake-im
provem

ent pro-
gram

s, only tow
ns and counties can dictate land use, 

adopt ordinances or enforce rules and regulations.  
 A

 seven-m
em

ber board of com
m

issioners and its staff 
direct the day-to-day operations of the L

R
M

D
.  T

he 
board is com

prised of five elected property ow
ners 

from
 the district (serving three-year term

s), and ap-
pointed representatives from

 both Jefferson C
ounty 

and the T
ow

n of O
akland.  A

 grant-funded project 
m

anager is em
ployed by the B

oard to adm
inister the 

program
s and activities carried out by the district.  

T
hese activities are guided by one or m

ore m
anage-

m
ent plans developed and approved by both the dis-

trict and W
isconsin D

N
R

.  T
hey include a lake m

an-
agem

ent plan, w
eed harvesting plan, and a pollution 

abatem
ent plan adm

inistered through the P
riority 

L
ake P

roject grant program
.  

 In
vestin

g in
 th

e F
u

tu
re 

A
ll m

em
bers of the L

R
M

D
 share in the cost of m

an-
agem

ent activities undertaken by the district.  H
ow

-
ever, by rem

aining fiscal prudent and aggressively 
pursuing outside sources of funding, w

e have consis-
tently kept the tax levy dow

n around only 0.4 m
ill 

($40 per every $100,000 of assessed valuation).  T
he 

average property ow
ner invests w

hat 
am

ounts to less than 25 cents a day 
to finance im

portant lake m
anage-

m
ent and rehabilitation efforts.   

 T
his investm

ent is already returning 
dividends in the form

 of im
proved 

lake conditions and access to addi-
tional funding sources.  L

ocal tax 
dollars have been used to leverage 
w

ell over $1 m
illion in grants.  M

any of these grants 
are only available to lake districts, including $72,000 
in annual funding for the P

riority L
ake P

roject (until 
2007).  F

or every $1 collected in taxes, approxim
ately 

$2 is obtained in outside funding w
hich gets rein-

vested right back into the lake and local com
m

unity.  

L
R

M
D

 A
ctivities 

 

• 
C

onduct surveys and studies 
• 

D
evelop m

anagem
ent plans 

• 
A

ssist landow
ners in controlling ero-

sion and polluted runoff 
• 

M
anage aquatic plants 

• 
M

onitor w
ater quality 

• 
R

estore degraded w
ildlife habitat 

• 
Identify and protect threatened fish-   

      spaw
ning refuges 

• 
O

btain and adm
inister project grants 

• 
A

cquire conservation easem
ents 

• 
A

ct as inform
ation clearinghouse 

• 
C

onduct educational program
s 

• 
Investigate and report citizen concerns 

• 
S

erve as local regulatory w
atchdog 

• 
A

dvocate for policies that benefit L
ake  

     R
ipley at the tow

n, county and state 
levels  


